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ber, in the liftysixth year of the independence of the United Stales 
of America, A. D. 1831, James Sterret, of the said district, hath de- 
posited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof he claims 
as proprietor, in the words following, to wit : 

"The Young Nobleman extricated from false friends, a Tale .* in* 
terapersed with admonition, and scenes of Honorable Love ; oth- 
ers of Gamesters' Fraud ; the latter terminating in Misery, Dis- 
grace, and Suicide ; the former in happy Marriage, &c. 

'* By James Steiret, Esq. Proprietor .- autlior of the Columbian 
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charts and books, to the authors and proprietors of sudi copies du- 
ring the times therein mentioned,' and extending the benefits there- 
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other priiiti." 
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TO THE PUBIilC. 



Zeal to furnish a salutary beacon, by which 
to learn the consequences, and avoid the danger 
of the gambling tnania, which has ruined many 
youth of early promise, and is still secretly 
spreading its mischiefs in many of the most flour- 
ishing portions of our country, has induced the 
publisher to submit tho following sheets to the 
public. 

Its valuable precepts, with some handsome 
illustrations of the remarkable sleight generally 
used by the evil inclined, to draw the young and 
inexperienced into folly, dishonesty, and parti- 
cularly the vices to which themselves are ad- 
dicted •, preventing their dupes and devotees 
from becoming useful, ornamental, honorable 
and happy members of society ; and transform- 
ing them to disreputable, worthless, and mise- 
rable pests ; it is presumed will insure to this 
pleasing and instructive tale, a welcome recep- 
tion among the liberal, enlightened, and patriotic 
of every denomination. Judicious heads of fa- 
milies will wish to train their young charge " in 
the way they should go," and by advising them 
of the inevitable misery attendant on such as- 
sociations, induce them to shun those fascinating 
demons in human shape, who seek to devour tho 
unsuspectmg, generous, and noble minded, a^ 
tJieir choicest prey. With a ProvideutvalVte»r 



sing accompanying the exercise of their wisdoii 
watchfulness, and perseverance, in attending 1 
this indispensable duty, some may be shielded 
and others reclaimed from impendent destru< 
tion, into which, many will naturally fall, if le 
unguarded, or unassisted after they become ei 
tangled. By the use of this little manual, soni 
hours of oral instruction and admonition again; 
the pernicious vice of gambling, &.c. may be si 
red ; and this too, in a manner much more 1 
the purpose, besides being agreeable to the rej 
der, than parents or guardians arc able to a 
ford in general, however solicitous they may I 
to promote and perpetuate their childrens' e 
cape from this kind of ruin. 

This elegant tale, adapted to the polite an 
delicate reader, is taken from an original L02 
don copy, met with by accident, re-writtcn, en 
bellished with popular extracts, and new m< 
delled throughout, to suit the genius of a frc 
people who do not aim at the attainment ofh 
reditary nobility here, so much as they ma 
desire to read the adventures or history of sue 
characters in other regions. On taking a goi 
eral survey of this work, it appeared susceptib 
of much improvement, by the addition of usef 
precepts, &/C. never before published in the 
present form. The incidents by which our prii 
cipal hero became associated with sharper 
and his final deliverance from the destructic 
in which they involved him, through the fall; 
cious idea of their being his best friends ; w ii 
the terrible end of some of those who thus su 
ceeded in their plots to deceive him ; togetlx 
with several instances of honorable love, aft< 
some delays and discouragements ending* 
happy marriage, are very interesting. 



If this little work should be known to secure 
i any from being drawn awfj, or rescue a few of 
the victims of the ensnaring vice herein parti- 
cularly selected for exposition, it will, no doubt, 
be highly gratifying to its patrons, as well as to 
f the public's 

Most obedient, humble servant^ 

JAMES STERRET. 
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P. S. This beautiful tale, was selected, as 
being happily adapted to youthful occasions ; 
' and particularly because it gives to readers of 
both sexes some excellent maxims, admonitions, 
I exemplifications, &c. worthy, it is presumed, of 
i perpetuation. Heads of famihes should select 
such, to be reg^ at leisure intervals, and repeat- 
ed in turn, by individuals in the hearing of the 
other members, together with their own verbal 
I criticisms and instructions, (fT* until prudent 
r thought, and useful caution, become established 
habits. 



SONNET. 

b paint dame nature in her best attire, 
'o sing her charms — just precepts to commend,. 
leRs'd, will the muse the moral theme inspire, 
.nd o'er each p&ge, my wandering steps attend* 
no high titled patronage desire 
*o bribe my pen, the helpless to forsake,. 
n wisdom's field Fll carefully inquire, 
?or my dear pupil the straight path to take; 
rrhiok not that I contemn the critic's frowa 
tor yet regard him as a latent foe ; — 
3His judgment scorn — I seek not false renown, 
i^or rashly dare the pride chastising blow. 
iVlake, (friendly prompter,) ev'ry error known ! 
f'Crainst snares of vice assist, which take youth in ; 
I funrepriev'd, its victims soon must groan j-— 
Dbservjers loho approve, partake the siu% 
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BOOl^ I. 

M/iion sways the gownnian, and the fop, 
V with zeal, beibre her sliriiie ; 

^tlid courts Sterliiigtonliv'd. 
a ami high concerns ofstate, 

B elevate and reason'd higli" — 
died for retirement's sake. 

Kitn'da hospitable name 

Khb'ring village where lie dwelt ; 

re dependent on hiii will. 

Mss'd oft-times with grateful zeni, 

par worlby patron as the sonicu" 

'"son them conl'errM, 

J^n — he lent a listening ear 

fand at the cry of want ; 
r ready to befriend. 

S^on. Oiien would he aay 

U«ss'd Is my peculiar lot! 

tt essay devoutcst thanks, 
Mio the many gifts receiv'd ? . 
jT^welling : complaisant to all, 
rrich, or poor, rejoic'd to see 
■] whereknown, in high esteem, 
^(am'iy nowreduc'd to three ; 

J, one faiidau^hter; (his delight ;) 
ftunrelciUing death had spar'd. 

.Jt^ka theiun indilfusin^ligtitnrcinslriiinciilnliii 
nund iheai, but are loo Irccjiicntly viewcil as tliA 
*■ — - '--iielili, whilst llie sii]Ji-cme cause is lutally 
■■" Eomc are too uiuliaiil^ul tu tiioie iiibtta , 
iit kiniln«>t 
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If ever gtnWous friendship warmed thy breast j 
Or^j^li'(if tender pily, for distress — 
Or fdnd compassion* s tearful tribute dimnVd 
Tkebuift of thine eye ; or broke thy rest ; 
2%eh, whilst I sing yield an attentive ear. 

Check not the fond emotion of the soul 
Jit sorrow* s tale ; or scenes of virtuous lovcy 
JRewarded by reciprocal esteem : 
fVake sympathy y thy bosom,* s darling guest. 

Should disobedience^ (source of earthly woes! ) 
Or frauds or vVlence claim the moving strain ; 
And thou with horror listen to the lay ; 
Still be it so : the sequel quickly shall 
Repay each pang humane^ with bounteous joy. 

Didst thou e*er view the elements at war^ 
Blacken* d with rage — arm* d with destructive 2^01 
Wresting the features of some sm^iling scene ^ 
Where social intercourse delighted sought^ 
To spend a leisure hour in sportive feats '/ 

In May*s glad season, hast thou seen the leaves 
9^7id blossoms tremble on their tender boughs 
Or shrink as victims from the tohclming star 711 ? 

Did it not quickly yield, when burst and spent , 
To the mild sunbeam, that with ray benign^ 
Mes tor* d the bloom and strength of drooping pJa 
Thence, pouring fragrance with renewed swee!s . 

So, luith vindictive, unrelenting brow, 
Unconquer*d passions govern wicked men, 
To seek some victim, of a murdWous hate 
Or threat eternal m.ischief to themselves. 

There anger, malice, envyyjealous spite. 
With Jorce united, may produce alarm ; 
But for a little while : more to increase 
The glow of rapture to behold at last, 
Virtue triumphant o*er its luily foes ! ! 
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Booij: I. 

WHERE fashion sways the gown man, and the fop, 
And Dandies^ bow with zeal, before her shrine ; 
Araid her splendid courts Sterlington liv'd. 
His menial train^^ and high concerns of state, 
** In thoughts more elevate and reason'd high" — 
Long had he quitted for retirement's sake. 
His mansion claimed a hospitable, name 
Within the neighboring village where he dwelt ; 
And many were dependent on his will. 
Crowds ashe passM oft-times with grateful zeal, 
Hail'd their dear worthy patron as the source* 
Of many benefits on them conferred. 
Free from disdain — he lent a listening ear 
To pity's call ; and at the cry of want ; 
His hand was ever ready to befriend. 
He priz'd religion. Often would he say 
How greatly bless'd is my peculiar lot ! 
And shall I not essay devoutest thanks, 
Propoition'd to the many gifts received } . 
Pride fled his dwelling : complaisant to all. 
All, whether rich, or poor, rejoic'd tp see 
A person held, where known, in high esteem. 
His blooming family now reduc'd to three ; 
Two sons, and one fair daughter ; (his delight j) 
Were all that unrelenting death had spared. 

*Sucli pood iTien, like the sun in diffusing' light are instpumcntal Ii> 
asslsling those around them, but are loo frequently viewed as the 
entire source of those benefits, whilst the supreme cause is totally 
forgotten. At other time.4 some are too untitankful to tiiose In&tra 
roenls of providential kindness. 
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His wife had seen Louisa's tender years 
Advance to ten, and then paid nature's debt. 
Early at reason's dawn, virtue was rear'd 
Within this damsel's breast : her parents' time 
Was much devoted to enrich her mind. 
They taught her to shun vice ; and how to lay 
The best foundation Against the unseen day 
When death would call her from a sinful world* 

His ddest son, learn'd in his infant years 
To seel^jbdulgence many times when wrong, 
And gaidM too much the ascendant, for control. 
Whilst very small, he'd climb his father's knees, 
And sportively enforce the conq'ringkiss ; 
Thus early did the seeds of filial love 
Appear deep rooted in his little breast. 
He sometime since attain'dhis eighteenth year, 
Form'd and adorn'd with each attractive grace 
Which bounteous nature lends to fav'rite youth. 
His mind still tutor'd by the pious care 
Of his beloved parent, to excel 
In all those virtues which exalt the soul, 
Now seem'd in Zebulon the constant wish. 
But ah ! ambition as a son and heir, 
Made him forget, experience should advise ; 
Oft would he take amiss, instruction giv'n 
When contrary to any darling bent. 
From this great fault, of nat'ral growth, doth spring 
That headstrong love of pleasure which destroys 
All rev'rence for the best and kindest laws. 

Now my Sebastian ; now of thee to speak : 
Thy dispositions and thy virtues rare, 
Deserve a panegyric : let me tax 
Some vestal muse tby portrait to advance. 
Sebastian from his early childhood shovv'd 
A love of solilude : he oft would stray 
To. where the feather'd choristers unite 
To swell the grateful melody of song. 
Each day reflection would engross his mind 
In meditating by-gone time ; he'd then 
Review what yesterday escapM his ken. 
His lovely sister thither would he lead, 
To share the solace purchased ev'ry eve 
Whene'er he hop'd that the preceding day 
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Had not been spent (as mafiy are) in vain. 
There wouJd he reason how content is gain'd, 
So oft pursued ; to stubborn vice denied* 
Much he the place admir'd, his subject more ; 
The pleasing task, to search rich mines of grace. 
« Would you partake (said he) of Heav'nly wealth. 
And tread the paths of innocence and love, 
Be it thy study ever to seek truth, 
JFree from the poisonous breath of dark deceits .y-^. 
Be ever on thy guard : early inquire : 'y^^\^ 

Haste to do good : in all thy thoughts, word^ jne'ds ; 
Flee ev'ry sixi : corruption's baleful charm 
Breeds first in thought: its growth the heart subdues; 
Then from this tree defil'd, springs deadly fruit. 
Xetkind benevolence within thee dwell ; 
View evVy object worthy of regard : 
Into the wound which poverty inflicts, 
Pour healing balm, what thou canst justly spare. 
Tor, be assur'd, causes of lasting joy, 
Arise in part, from seeing those around 
Of miJd serenity possess the smile. 
Forever shun the vile abandonM rake, 
"Whose noxious tongue infects the listening ear. 
Because the hearer either disapproves. 
Or else encourages, and shares the sin.'' 
Thus would he of true happiness discourse. 
Gained by the cross of all impure desires ; 
:-And with convincing language brought resolve 
That ev'ry vice is dire forbidden fruity 
Unfit for thought, or touch, or taste ; to flee/— 
Lest not to flee might seal eternal shame. 
, Sometimes he would partake with cheerful friends 
passing jest, likewise a pleasing song, 
hen the bly the theme accorded to the ear 
Of strictest decency and harmless mirth. 
But never would he change the fix'd decree 
[To shun the drunkard's glass, for well he knew 
lliow evVy draught is prelude to the next, 
t And soon the bounds of temperance are pass'd. 
[Courteous, but ne^er too free ; alike to all ; 
file cautiously observed each little trait, 
^Vhich grdc'd or sullied any person's name 

That ofier'd a reciprocal esteem. 

I. 
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The profferM friendship he would nicely scan, 
For fear of some mishap)} from bein^ rashf 
In forming bonds so sacred, which should be 

Inviolably delicately kept. 

He sought strict knowledge of the steadfast faith 
And conduct of his confidential friends. 
One had he found on whom he could rely, 
Whom long he knew ; such noble Fervent was : 
Oft had he tried him — found that he remainM 
Unshaken through each frequent varied proof. 

To Blandly's care had Fervent been consigned ; 
Who many years an humble cottage held 
Near to the peaceful elegant retreat 
Of Sterlington ; selected for the sake 
Of an asylum from besetting cares. 
In voluntary exile here he livM ; 
Rearing his pupil in the way of truth, — 
The narrow path to honor — and to Heaven. 
He much despis'd the frequent ill earnM fame — • 
A villain's subterfuge — th' assassin's boast : 
Hypocrisy he censur'd and abhorrM. 
The principles he studied to instil 
Were such as he well knew would stand the test 
Through life's vast dangers where delusive scenes 
Make wrong impressions on the pliant mind. 
'Tis now the doleful task the muse performs 
To show how Fervent first became his care. 
If here the theme of sorrow intervene 
And sweet compassion claim a friendly tear. 
Grudge not this tribute of a gen'rous heart. 

In former days when life was in its spring, 
He livM like many weak unthinking youth, 
To fashionable pleasure ; heeding not, 
Early reproof by doating parents giv'n. 
Advice from sources of indulgent love, 
With pious longings for his future weal, 
Had small effect, because, the envious laugh, 
Of jeering lajay companions, overcame. 
He sacrificed a father^s peace of mind ; 
A mother's wakeful fears, he likewise spurn'd ; 
Because he much preferred the haunts of those 
Who never khew what soft sensations were. 
Soon lur'd with chance-fraught tossings of the dic< 
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3 spent his nights in play. Alas ! 
le games of recreative mirth, forsook, 
lat cheerfully heguil'd a tedious hour, 
) sordid interest changM — dire av Vice reigil^d- 
'g'd by the love of sinful gain, at length, 
ith other shameful practices, false dice 
ere us'd : the heedless victim to insnare. 
le temp'rate useiof wine, he soon forgot, 
id by the frequent, potent draught, misled, 
elded the bark of reason to the pow'r 

wayward pilot, inclination wild. 
le headstrong mariher, involved ^mongst rocks 
dissipation — through sad waste of dieans, 
[dom regains command of safety^s helm« 
st the straight way^ the sons of riot glide 
wn the loose streao) of false enchanted joy, 

swift destruction," whence they ne'er return, 
sure advance, o'er the infected house^ 
e leprosy doth spread ; hence in one gulf 
total ruin ; honor, virtue, peace, . 
lends, families, and fqrtune, headlong sink. 
te concord of harmonious pow'rs destroyed, 
hich form'd thegerme of virtue — love of truth — 
duc'd to nauseous dregs ; treach'ry abounds, 
ith sad disease o'erwhelm'd ; the canker'd mind 
ibels 'gainst sense of right \ conscience benumb'd ; 
le foul disorder no alarm creates ; 
)nyulsive anger storms at large ; or pale 
ad silent, settles into jfierce revenge, 
ase envy withers at another's joy, 
nd hates that excellence it cannot reach, 
iret'rate malice, with dark winding wiles 
oward deceit ; and ru£San thirst for sport ; 
ursing ; swearing ; language obscene'r-profane ; 
liese prove transgressors destitute of grace, 
.t last extinct each social feeling, fell 
.nd joyless inhumanity pervades 
ind petrifies the heart. Nature disrob'd 
orms close alliance with infernal fiends. 

One hapless night, involv'd in impious mirth, 
Lnd brutaliz'd their senses ; — gorg'd with wine ; 
Whilst the rude song was chorus'd by his peers ; 
kU drown'd in desp'rate frolic, quite secure ; 
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The father of this prodigal appear'd* 

Infonn'd what place his darling kept his haunt^ 

He hastened there, hoping he might recall 

An only lOOi idolatrously lov'd. 

Soon as he entered, ah ! how vast the shock ! 

Young Blandly rose, and in a furious rage. 

Bade him begone, and trouble him no more. 

His father thus replied ; <' My dearest boy, 

Chide not a tender parent who for you. 

Hath left the social converse of his friends ; 

To seek thee, where, alas ! he little thought 

Thou couldst be found,— debas'd in such a sort 

Care for thy welfare, fills my soul with dread ; 

It racks me to suspect thy threats arise 

From principles perverse : to pow'r of wine 

I rather would impute th' inglorious change. 

Return with me, my son, while yet I can : 

To see thy form so altered, once so fair, 

Doth cause thatsick'ning anguish in my soul, 

If I should longer stay, I could no more 

Sustain the heavy load of poignant grief. 

Once more return, I beg ; for love of Heav'n ; 

haste— forsake this gay insnaring train ! 

Before it be too late- — ! may they see 

Thy good example, and like thee reform." 

Then gently with a fond paternal zeal 

He took his arm, thinking to coax him home. 

But ah ! the rebel son, with horrid oaths, 

Broke from his hold, and dealt a furious stroke 

At his too lenient father : on his breast 

It fell with fatal force : then from the room 

The old man went, almost deprived of speech. 

Soon as he gathered strength, he feebly cried, 

'^ Can wine thus null the dearest kindred ties ? 

Did it create a parricide thus soon ! 

Ah ! pois'nous stream ! hast thou transformed my boy 

Son, triumph not — erelong it will be o'er : 

That blow hath broke my heart. O ! Lord forgive 

The youth next morn, at his accustomM hour, 

Returned, and met an unexpected scene ; 

Aghast he stood, with horror to behold ! 

He sobb'd — he moan'd — and frantic tore his hain 

The old man lay outstretch*d upon his couch^ 
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With few apparent signs of life : — perceiv'd 

That son to whom he ow'd his inward woundf 

For outward wounds are trifling when compar'd 

With: those whose mortal stibg dissolves in death. 

A voice of pardon stilly with pitying eye, 

Were here observable, for this vile youth» 

Instead of anger, or deserved reproof. 

Young Blandly's conscience rous'd with sense of guilt. 

Which provM so fatal to his father's peace, 

Rb bosom heav'd with galling— stubborn grief. 

In sad despair convuls'd he writh'd and moanM : 

His pallid cheeks were drench'd in tears of woe. 

Or let me say of penitence ; but, ah ! 

They came (as penitence oft comes] too late. 

Behold the heedless fly, whose cruel death, 

The villain spider, cunningly contrives : 

'Mongst mangled carcasses, he sits enthron'd, 

In eager watch, o'erlooking all his snares. 

Near the dire web, the dreadless wand'rer flits : 

Soon as 'tis caught, the ruffian shows his front : 

With rapid glide, along the lines he darts. 

And, fixing in the wretch, his pois'nous fangs. 

Strikes backward, grimly pleas'd : the fluttering wing, 

And shriller sound, declare extreme distress^ 

But all in vain : the victim soon murt die. 

Thus 'tis with trifling mortals, who don't care 

Hpw they may stray ; with whom, or when, or why f 

Giddy, in quest of pleasure's baleful draught : 

The enemy soon spies them, and ^omefiend^ 

Is set upon the watch ; they see no harm : 

The " roaring lion^' takes them in his trap. 

The dying man now spoke : ^^ Blandly, draw near : 

I trust, dear youth, the tears which wet thine eyes. 

Flow from unfeign'd contrition's purest spring* 

I think they do : I do believe they do : 

And ! how happy will thy father die, 

Confirm'd in the dear hope, that by his death. 

His flon is snatch'd from a devouring gulf. 

I hope that Heav'n may hear my ardent suit. 

To grant a place for thee 'mongst heirs of life'— 

That I may go before, erelong to meet 

My darling son in boundless realms of >lis8« 

Th»:«fore, grieve not too much foT pBAl mviitiV(% % 

\ 
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Seek pure ablution of thy sins ; escape ; — 

Abandon quick, the haunts of wicked men. 

Who would involve thee in their mad career. 

Improve each day thou'rt spar^d^ to holier life : . 

Heaven's mercy truly sought, may bless thy pray'n." 

" Mercy for me ! he cried, mercy for me ! 

A murderer ! a vile unnat'ral fiend ! ! 

O ! if there reigns a just, almighty powV, 

To punish evil, and reward the good. 

How shall I dare appear before His bar ! 

How may I expiate the direful sin 

Of shedding an indulgent parent's blood ! 

^Twas wine, that fatal liquor ! which beguilM : — 

Ke'er more its wild'ring, baleful poison shall 

Infect these lips; nor smiles adorn the cheek 

Of him whose bloodstain'd hands have seaFd his doooL 

Quickly, dear father, if my murd'rous arm 

Should prove the cause of thy untimely death, 

My corpse shall follow to the yawning tomb." 

<< No more my son : such language ill becomes 

Poor feeble man, who lives not for himself. 

Thou art God's work : let Him who gave theebreatb 

Recall the life He gave, at H<s own time.'' 

He fainted, and all flew to his relief : 

This youth amongst the rest, in solemn woe, 

Strove to assist his parent ; but in vain. 

The old man opM his eyes, then call'dhis son ; 

Mildly forgave, then bless'd him, and expir'd. 

Young Blandly in despair, now smote his breast. 

Then kiss'd his father's lips, and sorely wept. 

Description of his woe, no pen can paint : 

In wild distraction, bitterly he cried ; 

*^ Can I surviy* a parent's cruel death ! 

Who 'mongst good men was best — my nearest kin-* 

I — murd'rer of my dearest friend od earth. 

Where is the villain's haunt ? There, will I lurk, 

And as th' unconscious traveller draws near, 

Sieze him and strip him of his honest gain. 

Ha ! our fam'ly name, by such crimes debas'd ! 

Honor and rectitude adorn'd each step — 

£ach motion of my father ; and shall I, 

Depart from paths of virtue ! shall his soa 

Thiif live ? But ah ! unworthy of the naoie 
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;cr lov'd ; nor longer worthy love ! 

5rer \ a parricide ! a fiend ! V^ 

\ he rave ; but as the passion cool'd 

rcely rent his agitated breast, 

and agonizinggrief gave way . 

d melancholy ; sternly fix'd. 

ieem'd a task his lips with pain perfprmM ; 

the day throughout, alone he sat^ 

htful. gloomy silence, and re&is'd 

his mother at the gen'ral n^eal. 

*n^ poor lady, soon as she arose 

ir toilet found in hasty scrawl 

nes : *' Thy wretched son hears the dread call, 

tes to pay th' inevitable debt 

3rM father's spirit loud demands." 

her's grief, the muse shall not attempt \ 

tion better may conceive 

ch more true, than language can express. 

js follow Blandly, and from him 

ow to conquer melancholy rage 

b the impulse of untam'd despair. 

uld not plunge into the gulf of death 

d crimes which nature starts to hear, 

1 rebellion 'gainst all-righteous law ; 

Y the sinner whelm in deeper woe. 

iperceivM he had conspicuous placM 

tten purport of his sad intent, 

riz'd place, where he had everliv'd 

il now, found pleasure in the scene, 

a long-malingering -'last adieu. 



Youth never has been indulged in the amission 
qfdutj/y and still less in wilful deviations, without 
incurring greater licUrility to childish folly , erroff 
and transgression. Connivance at faults j encoura* 
ges the inexperienced to think themselves ill treated^ 
if reproved at last, after being justified (in their 
own opinion J by a habit, which they soon learn^ cj 
doing as they please. 

In thepreceding book, two instances are given f^ 
parents of more than ordinary information, suffer^ 
ing favorite sons of early promise, to enter the broad 
road to ruin, through tlie gates of indulgence : hert^ 
let it be observed, some are so vain as to imagine thai 
iheirchildren, if blessed with superior gifts, (which 
few fail to believe,) are consequently entitled to 
greater liberty, and are often so weak as to hope 
that the brightness of their understanding, will s^ 
cure them from every evil consequence at last 

Witness the records in holy writ, of the vexations^ 
crosses, and curses, which indulged and unruly ch3* 
dren brought on themselves ; — view the catastrophe 
of the sons of Eli, and many others, not excepting 
those of other renowned saints and sages, together 
with what modern history affords, in proof qfotm 
position, all which, added to those qf daily occur* 
rence within our own observation, are superabufh 
dant, without argument moulded into new shapes and. 
fornA, to show that the prosperity of families, and 
eventually , of nations, is Providentially ordered te 
depend on a strict adherence to this sacred maxim-^ 

"Train up a child in the way he^ should go — *' 
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BOOK II. 



WHEN once the village vanish'd from his sight| 
A.8 on he journey 'd, for he oft look'd back> 
ro aid imagination in review ' 
Of pleasures past, enjoy'd in boyish years. 
Ih desp'rate mood , now hastening far abroad, 
He stoppM but seldom to recruit his strength^ 
Impaired by constant walking ; even then. 
But for night's rest, and sometimes to partake 
FbQ poor repast his wallet did afford. 
By persevering in the toilsome task, 
Ele at a wood, which, near the rural seat 
3f Sterlington, seemM kindly to invite 
rhe friend of solitude, at length arrived. 
Eiis father's dying words ne'er left his thoughts ; 
rhe wicked resolution he had form'd, 
9e chan^'d to one as opposite, as good. 
Vf using m deep soliloquy, he cried ; 
Jhall I, who vilely stray'd ; alas how great 
[9 my unworthiness ! Sumless ! Shall I 
[ncrease my woe by breaking God's command ? 
3f my dread crime^ sincerely I repent ; 
^hat I have done, I never can undo ; 
! must submit ; I hope that 1 shall be 
Pardon'd and cleans'd, by Him who sees'my heart,. 
\.nd knows the poignant anguish 1 endure* 
The Pow'r that punishes, can likewise save, 
lYhen with hearts contrite, sinful mortals plead. 
^11 thought of suicide be banish'd hence : 
Within some lonesome cell I'll spend mydays, 
3id from the world ; my consecrated time 
Vo penitence I'll rieidly devote—^ 
Jnrespited, uopitied, unreprieVd^ 



18 Th€ Young Nobleman, 

m 

For many years a cottage stood near by ; 
The only one within the forest's bounds ; 
The humble, yet contented dwelling place 
Of one whose flock was all his earthly wealth. 

Early each morn he pour'd forth songs of praisOi 
And meditating as he gently hied 
Hir herds to verdant pastures ; there with eye 
Uplifted to the Heavens would he bless 
The Author of that happiness he sought. 
His wife most willingly partook his toil, 
(When she could spare the time from household cares, 
In field or gardea : property increas'd^ 
And both seem'd here to live amid delight, 
Uninterrupted ; loving, and belov'd. 
Blandly soon found in him a worthy friend : 
And the G;ood dame rejoic'd to hear him talk. 
Because his Christian converse brought relief 
To pious doubts; and myst^eries unveiPd. 
" Approve, said he, the best : seek what's approved, 
Despise what's base, and what's despis'd avoid. 
Our hearts are known to Him who dwells on high, 
And souls devout are not without reward. 
Would ye discern the good tree from the bad ; 
Likewise if aught within yourselves is right ? 
A steadfast mind to learn the righteous law, 
Without equivocating any clause ; 
Seeking no subterfuge for inbred sin ; 
Wresting each sinful thought forth from the heart j 
Crossing each foul desire with rigid zeal ; 
A faithful spirit to improve in works ; 
Suff'ring no wicked act, not more than pluck 
A right eye out, or cut the right hand off; 
These are the fruits the faithful Christian yields. 
Rebellious spirits are of diff'rent cast 
To do aught good, will never be their task, 
But ever to do ill their chief delight ; 
To use each cunning self approv'd device ; 
To please a wanton taste, and hide their sins 
From world's observance ; or, more wicked, brave 
All opposition to their downward course. 
The righteous view with gratitude the price 
Of their redemption : and with trembling, fear 
To lose th& narrow gath which leads to Heav'n. 
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They learn that what^s unclean can ne'er find place 
In the abode of saints, for this fix'd cause ; 
The pure, with the impure, can ne'er unite. 
Angels with devils : — thieves with honest men 
Ne'er can assimiIate,or converse choose : 
Much less can men unholy " see theLord,^^ 
Daily he visited his rural friends ; 
Where temp'rance always rul'd the wholesome cqp, 
They oft presented him of home-brew'd ale. 
Oft was he urg'd to fm his welcome home 
Beneath their humble roof ; and to partake 
With them the daily food their labor gain'd. 
But no ! he lov'd his sacred cave too well ; — 
Still thought him' bound by promises to Heav'n 
To seek no pleasure else than rigid fare 
For fourteen tedious years. 

He now had pass'd 
Eleven in acquaintance with the pair. 
Which, join'd to three of solitude and grief 
Declar'd the era of repentance clos'd. 
When, as be sat one day in solemn mood, 
Admiring nature's beauteous works display'd 
Around his rough hewn cell ; with wringing hands 
The panic stricken cottager approach'd. 
" haste, jaid he, to visit my dear wife 
Who on the bed of sickness is cast down, 
Alas ! 1 fear, to rise again no more. 
A sudden chillness siez'd her and she thinks 
Death hovers round her chamber. Thank the Lord, 
If now she die, she dies not unprepar'd. 
Thy kind and pious conversation taught. 
When Heav'nly peace within the bosom reigns, 
Pure and untrammel'd with o'ervvhelming sin, 
Founded on our Redeemer's saving love ; 
If death approach, he comes a welcome guest." 
Eager he rose and to the hut apace 
Both ran, each anxious for her speedy weal. 
Blandly approach'd the sick ; taking her liand 
Pray'd for, and sooth'd her with a strengthen'd faith. 
But soon exhausted nature claim'd its debt-— 
Her eyelids once more open'd : with a look 
Of thankfulness, which he with joy observed, 
They cloa'd again^ oa earth to ope uo mote. 
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Blandly in vain, endeavor'd to console 
The cottager, whose sorrow-stricken braih 
Caus'd him to rave and consolation shun. 
But when his grief abated^ then he markM 
The time to teach him — ** Mortals must obey,'' 
He took his hand and delicately spoke : 
<^ My friend, lament no more ; 'tis all in vain 
To pine at woe which Providence inflicts. 
Thy wife and thou, together happy liv'dst 
Upwards of thirty vears : thou lov'dst her much, 
And gav'st her ev'ry comfort in thy pow'r. 
She now enjoys a more than mortal bliss, 
Within those realms where none but angels dwell, 
'Mongst heirs of glory, who h^v^ fought the fights 
•Sndwon the crotvny which faithful saints shall wear 
Who foil'd the wily tempter. 

My dear friend. 
Forbear to mourn, and seek to be resign 'd 
To Heav'n's decree ; for, ! we all shall know 
What Providence ordains, man must endure.'* 
With pious consolation, thus he sooth'd 
The poor dejected man, who urg'd his stay 
That night, that he next morning might renew 
His salutary precepts. He agreed. 
The next night, furthermore his honest host 
Ask'd him to fix his stay with him — to share 
The daily scanty, yet contented fare- 
Bestow'd by the all bounteous Lord of Heav'n. 
Expir'dthe timeof his sequester'd life, 
Theofier he did not again refuse; 
Butthank'd his host ; and on the table laid, 
A purse which to his garment had been tied 
E'er since he wander'd from his native home. 
<^ Take this," said he ; ^< enough to purchase all 
Within the neighb'ring village, that we need. 
Let not a lux'ry poison healthful taste ; 
But live as usual ; for what^ pleases thee 
Will answer me : let me partake the joy 
To see thee happy whilst we here remain." 
The cottager then seiz'd his yielding hand 
And kiss'd it thrice; saying, '^ Thou art most kind: 
He could no more, for tears suppress'd his speech. 
Tea years, sweet amity lYi^s^ {mn&i^ Yi^<3l %^^ti -. 
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One night a clam'roug knocking at the door 

Disturbed their converse; one who pity claimed 

And shelter from the tempest, plaintive call'd, 

Whilst a tremendous deluge howlM around. , 

Come in, said Blandly, as he raia'd the latch ; 

Enter, whoe'er thou art, and here reside. 

Till morning sun illume the dreary wood. 

It was a woman with a lovely boy, 

Whose tender age could scarce four years exceed, 

Who, trembling, sought a refuge from the storm. 

Soon as she enterM in the welcome room 

She sank exhausted into Blandly's chair. 

*' Pardon this seeming rudeness, Ij^.excuse !— 

But if you knew the cause ; — ah ! sure ; I know 5 

Your pity would overbalance all oflfence.'' 

Thus she essayed, but speech her tongue forsook : 

Her lips through lack of their accustomM food, 

Hefus'd their wonted duty : Blandly saw, 

^nd brought refreshment ; which, though homely fare^ 

She did not scorii, but thankfully partook* 

^nd now to hear her melancholy tale 

They earnestly desired. With heavy heart 

She thus began, whilst they attentive sat 

In tender sympathy, sharing her woe. 

'^ My story would prove long, if I should tell 

£ach past occurrence in my memory fresh, 

S'rom happier infancy to ripen'd age. 

.£at, as your goodness calls me to the task. 

In brief I will unfold the hapless cause 

^^hich now exposed me with my darling child, 

To brave the fury of tempestuous skies. 

^Z^eftat sixteen, to the indulgent care 

Of,a lone father, he with fondest love 

sA. doubly anxious parent now became. 

f^ervent, a youth too comely to withstand, 

«A.nd whose most gainful converse made my heart 

gify inexperienc'd heart) an easy prey, 
esought me of that father for his bride, 
ot ah ! an enmity of long account 
etween our parents, was the cruel cause 
Of a refusal ; which in bitter terms 
|M[y8ire declared, and swore I should not wed 
p*he only son of his detested foe. 
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He strictly cbarg'd me never more to speak 

To one whom he despis'd : he chargM in vain. 

One evening of a summer day, alone, 

As through the wood behind the house I stray'd, 

I met my Fervent : there respectful love 

Subdued all caution ; and the stern command, 

I had receivM, I wickedly transgressed. 

He gained my promise (how Pve mourn'd the day) 

To fly from well replenish^ happy home. 

That night, wheh sleep had seal'd my father's eyes 

I crept along the garden and escaped 

To the lov'd youth, and bade a last adieu 

To gu^rdianshi||.parental, and not less 

A last adieu to fond paternal love. 

To Scotland's realm where Fervent had a friend. 

With unremitting speed we bent our course, 

Fearioe the quick pursuit of him whose pow'r 

We baa but too much cause greatly to dread. 

We there were married to our mutual joy. 

Four years' connubial— self-approving bliss, 

Save the reproach of conscience for this fault, 

Soon pass'd away, and with them two sweet babes. 

Leaving but one, (my Reginald) behind. 

But now I greatly fear those happy days 

Are to be follow'd by a life of woe. 

'Twas scarce two months ago, when, as we sat, 

As usual by our peaceful cottage fire, 

My Fervent grasp'd my hand. " My dearest love P 

He frantic cried — '< My sweet Clarissa ! Oh ! 

How can I bear to shock thy tender heart ! 

And yet I must. Seek fortitude from Heav'n, 

To lighten woes of which Pve been the cause — 

I have not left one solitary piece. 

To-morrow's dawn will see me taken hence, 

Unless my heart-strings break to think of thee. 

And our dear child to poverty both left. 

I must submit : in some damp, lonesome cell ; 

In woful want ; where wretched debtors pine." 

Too true he spoke. Scarce had the early lark 

Proclaim'd the day, ere out the casement I 

Observ'd him forth, taking his morning's walk. 

In field, whence he was roughly forc'd. 

By two men he was seiz'd, whose ruffian hearts 
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Were proof against the supplicating tear 
Shed for a wife and infant ; for I)e told 
His vast distress, and zealously did plead 
For pity of the monsters ; but in vain. 
He ne*er returned ; I never saw him more. 
Our landlord sternly bade me quit the house. 
The rent of which unpaid ; — I must obey ;— 
Allowing me ho longer than a week. 
The seventh day arrivM : on that sad morn> 
A letter from my Fervent I received. 
He said he felt he had not long to live ; 
Decause the many sorrows he had caus'd, 
PreyM on his heart, too grievously to bear. 
He blest me thrice, and bade me early baste, ' 
With the dear pledge of our united love, 
To England, to our parents : for he hop'd 
The smile of innocence might conquer rage 
And cause a tender feeling to arise. 
The prospect of forgiveness, lent me strength. 
And urg'd me forward on my toilsome rpad : ' 
But no : my father saw me whence he sat. 
And sent a servant, who with manners rude. 
Denied my entrance : rashly had he sworn 
That he would never owh me as his child. 
My husband's father with compassion heard 
My tale ; but said his son must ne'er expect 
Assistance from that home he basely fled. 
He gave me then his purse, and, sobbing, said, 
I cannot give consent to see you more. 
I pity you : my son I pity not. 
He lov'd not me, with love like mine for him, 
Else had he never found this cruel way, 
To wring my heart with grief. I left him then 
And knew not where to wander : faint and weak, 
Fatigued with constant walking : for on foot 
I came most part the journey with my boy. 
An inn was nigh ; but ah ! 'twas hard to spare 
A shilling from the purse. I was resolvM 
|To ope it not till Fervent could partake. 
~\j his, and not my father it was giv'n, 
pity for my woe. I had, besides, 

laioagh for small expenses on my way. 

lat weariness overpowered me. SloNv\]f otv 
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I stray'd until this forest I drew near ; 

And here I thought secure to pass the night. ] 

But that tremendous storm arising, soon 

Alarm'd and drove me to your friendly roof 

For shelter, which you gen'rously aflFord." 

** And Heav'n forbid that we should e'er refuse," 

Said Blandly, << what the su£Pring tray'Ier needs. 

Here rest till morn, or longer if it suit ; 

And let sweet sleep refresh you. Yonder room 

Shall sacred be, till you depart our cot." 

In haste, at early dawn, Clarissa rose ; — 

Blandly proposed a scheme, with kindly zeaL 

<* You see us here, fair lady, where we've liv'd 

In harmony, for many happy years ; 

And here may Heaven grant us to remain. 

Till you come back from Scotland's coast again. 

I earnestly exhort a moderate haste. 

To gain your husband's freedom z^— him to speed 

A glad return to his fond parent's arms ; 

And bathe his bosom with repentant tears. 

His father, sure, will pardon. Take this gold, 

(Of little use to us, who need nothere. 

The lux'ries of the great:) make it your own. 

Though long sequester'd from the busy world, 

I am not yet so miserably poor. 

To be denied felicity most sweet 

To aid a fellow creature in distress. 

Hear me yet more : your son shall stay with me : 

His playful talk will sooth the longsome hours. 

When sorrow reigns with more than commoh sway. 

I will instruct him with an early zeal, 

And love him as myself. He would retard 

Your eager progress to your Fervent's arms. 

I'll keep him sep'rate from vile wicked youth— 

The liar, swearer ; — the abandon'd rake : — 

If well improv'd his morals we may hope 

He'll flee unrighteousness in thought, word, deed,— 

In public, or in private ; — a pure heart 

Will dignify his nature more and more. 

I'll watch the operations of his mind 

To raise his views above all earthly themes 

And bring him to acquaintance with his God. 

If ere to hold converse, and his tongue prepare, 
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To use the language of the holy saints — 
To shun the wiles of Satan — yea, the snares 
k "Which early for the infant soul he sets, 
: In instances so num'rous that scarce one 
■' Amongst a thousand can escape theii aim. 
• These, I'll endeavor— and invite your hope 
; That, as this child arrives to riper years, 

He wtll advance to what will form the man — 
f^htegrity his shield- — honor his fort. 
' With me he'll IcarA, what long experience taught. 
' Go, and may Kcav'n protect you on your way, 
' That we may greet his parents' quick return ; 
k With smiles of ecstasy them to restore 
I This darling heir of sweet paternal love, 
' O'ercome with poignant grief, she jjress'd his hand ; 
Beckon'd consent ; again caress'd her son : 
Her tongue wa? mute : she could not say* adieu : 
But seizM a moment, by the lad unseen, 
Td hurry from the hospitable door. 
TWietve years elaps'd ; they heard not from, nor saw, 
The youthful Fervent's mother : he, poor boy. 
Met long protracted stay did oft lament. 
Of Blandly and his friend he soon grew fond ; 
Their converse pleas'd him, for, in it he found 
A school of wisdom to improve his mind. 
Each day the former, sought (the best,) to add 
A pious precept ; or, some moral rule ; 
To what on the preceding day he learn'd ; 
And with most winning methods did attract 
r- The youth's attention, rev'rence, and fix'd faith. 
The cottager, attendant^ now was call'd 
By death — the summons met, in Christian love, 
And bade adieu to Blandly, and the child. 
Next sel/'Concerfi^ bout Heaven this good man aim'd 
To show his docile ward the narrow pathj 
And strictly warn him of besetting sins. 
Since then, it was, that young Sebastian met, 
And found him worthy of that great regard 
. Which grew reciprocally in each breast, 
t- Till prime acquaintance seal'd the gen'rous bond. 
Hk Here view hice traits of friendship, and therefrom, 
i On memVj'a tablet, what thou see^ati record. 

i C 

» 



Blandly^ s part of the narrative in the prec 
book shows a state of growing depravity by \ 
he was well nigh plunged into irremediable j 
Hon. The evil projyensities natural to youth, ( 
timously checked^ multiply with 7iew excitements 
strengthenlwith repetition. The most pern 
habits thti9 acquired^ steal upon the undcrstan 
overpower good intentions^ and finally anni 
all caution to avoid evil. Thus are the labors i 
rents and teachers j frequently prostrated in the 
when expended on those who' hate instruction. 

Clarissa^s mi^ortunes might have been ren 
lasting as life, if the accident of Blandly^ s liber 
with a providential blessing on her oirn^ an 
husband^s change fro7n gznX^tA'MQii^^Sy an ua 
ncss, to industry, had not prevented. 

Her after success^ should not encourage our y 
readers to neglect the avoiding of that part o^ 
txample in which she is represented as having ir. 
dently held converse with a man ("perhaps her 
in other respects^) disapproved of by her fa 
which of itself reduced her from affluence i 
pendance^ bordering on inextricable beggary an 
fliction. 

Reader^ follow the righteous example of the 
tager and his unfe^-- 

Who liv' J on earth in love— whose pious «ouli. 
Were CTer active in their march 'ward Htav'n ! 
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SEBASTIAN lov'd young Fervent as himsolf, 

nd freely in his well tried bosom plac'd 

Jch ample confidence as plainly provM 

e found him worthy of the sacred trust, 

ervent as tenderly return'd his love, 

nd in his rev'rcnd father soon perceivM, 

nd Zebulon, the older son, kind friends, 

f noble, gen'rous, honesty steadfast hearts. 

oon did the youQi admirihgly behold 

'he beauteous tint of fair Louisa's cheek. 

lODg did he meditate her modest mien ;'-' 

lejoicing much to see in one combing 

uch sacred virtue, and unsullied worth. 

^e flowers of human race ! in these green days, 

«ife, vig'reus flows, and young-cycd Health exalt« 

'h' enlighten'd mind, through reason's purer ray. 

lere^ virtuous education, trims its Ump — 

Vhere in bright train continual wonders rise, 

^o please the curious, or more pious eye. 

Terhaps thy lov^d Liicinda s/ia7*es thy xaalky 
T^iik soul to thine attuned. Then nature all 
Vears to tK enamored eye a look of love ; 
2nd all the tumxdt of a guilty world, 
Pos-^^dby ungenerous passions sinks away,** 
Respectful friendship for a beauteous maid, 
►oon changes to a warmer, tend Ver flame, 
iut, ah ! a cruel cause delayed his bli-ss, 
^nd many doubts oe'rwhelm'd his anxious breast, 
*Jre he attained the summit of his hopes. 

Not far from hoble Sterlington's retreat 
^ welt Thornburg, Crookby, and their neighbor Grype; 
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He soon grew careful, ev'ry lime he playM, 
To do his best, whatever was the stake. 
They wondcr'd at his knowledge.; winks were pass'd 
And other silent motions to defraud. 
The play now over ; each of them arose, 
UnwiUing at the first that he should see 
Their wicked course of life ; because they fearM 
The sudden prospect might create disgust. 
They thought it wiser bt/ degrees, to draw 
Their victim to the overwhelming snare. 
So may you see the captive of the hook, 
Humor'd and tickled : the resistless bait 
Attracts the eager bite ; O, when too late, 
It plies its silver oar, and strives to flee-*'- 
'Tis dragg'd at pleasure, by the angling hoy. 
His friends with artful smiles and cordial shake. 
Of strictest amity — icithinijnous oaths^ 
Regretted his departure. He rcturn'd 
As many protestations of regard. 
Reluctantl V he left them, as they saw. 
As passing near the grove he homeward went. 
Blandly obscrv'd him, and with quickcn'd steps 
Just overtook him ere he reachM the house. 
And kindly ask'd bis welcome 'mougst his friends. 
**0/^ answered Zcbulou, " 1 can't describe 
The many and ])olitc attentions paid. 
When that the wine had thrice gone briskly round. 
That time might not hang heavy, cards were brougb 
And cheerfully we playM to pass an hour : 
Shillings the game, and those who chose to bet, 
Were limited to risk a crown— no more." 
** Did you say 6c/, my Zebulon V^ exclaim'd 
Th* astonished Blandly. « Did my boy say bet f 
On first acquaintance ! ^tis indeed too bad ! 
Hearken, dear youth ; experience bids mre speak : 
Think that near eighty Winters I have seen. 
And thou art yet within thy twentieth year. 
I do aver, thy interest loudly calls 
On my best skill to warn thee and advise :— « 
Shun these deceitful friends, I thee adjure. 
They'll spread a snare for thy unwary feet. 
Which joesperience cannot '^ell avoid. 
Unless (hat wisdom, quick\y inVorkro. 
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er more approach them !*' 

" Hence old man!*' 
"ebulon, with anger mocfa inflamM : 
p thy suspicions till ihey^re askMibr, 4ir ; 
you say, experience bids you 4speaky 
uty quickly cause you hold your tongue.*' 
hear me/f ansvver'd then the good old man : 
ould not give oSenoe : the love ; esteem ; 
everence I bear thy fothcr's house, 
el mo to attempt to warn his son." 
r foolish man ! viraste not thy vacant tal'k, 
link to fright ine with thy idle dreams: 
envious as thou art^ all thou canst say/ 
can reflect dishonor on my friends. . 
ne of snares, and lures, laid by thyself, 
tful ! — yea!-*-! know no character so blis« ' 
e vile slanderer of another^sfame.*' 
• I," said Blandly. '^ Forbid that I, 
ilty of a crime I so detest. 
)nd esteem for thee, and all thy kin, 
me attempt (I thought) an easy task. 
; reflection teach thee to observe 
great the impropriety I how vast !-*• 
me with patience : all that age can do, 
advise ; then youth may heed or spurn. 
\ next you meet ; for that, I plainly see ; 
lution will not, (would it might) prevent ; 
ve each look— expression — ev'ry word, 
d their eagerness. Each nod, or beck^ 
nk ; betokens some unfair design. 
u micst go — if thou wilt meet again-^ 
mber alll've said.** Here hitler tears 
led adown the old man's furrow*^! ebeeks ! 
mbrance of the scenes in early life - 
check*d his speech, then calmly did proceed. 
ith is too fond of PLEA.SURE to observe, 
arious masks she sports in to allure ; 
eagerly pursue her wanton steps, — 
out right thoughts where she at last may lead. 
cometh Prudence ;-^kindly she intrudes, 
Dfiersber invaluable aid : 
My admonish, but can't fevcc \iw ^^^ 
ef/i«r«gra/it,g^to^far*slr^y, . ^iS* "*^* 
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In the broad roacl^ ioWsi^n to her Toice^ 

She drops a pitying tear and gives him up. 

Then the grand Adversary presses on, 

And still invites : — soon falls the headstrong youlb. 

When past the bounds of mercy, fate unmasks ; 

And shows her mandate — opes the'dreadful pit ^ 

In miseries gulf, the pris'ncr sinks amain. 

View each effect, before you act its cause ; 

Then, wisely choose ihe/ruit^you soon shall recf^ 

Believe me, I have nought much more at heart, 

Than my dear Fervent's happiness and thine." 

He ceas'd, and with a gentle bow pass'd on. 

" And shall this man,'^ said Zebulon, " presumt, 

Because my father condescends to join 

His dealing prattle ; shall he dare defame 

The characters of men of worth like these ? 

But no ! I see— I see whal moves his wheels : 

'Tis Fervent's spite ; this soft, fond dangling boy, 

Doth grudo;c my welconcc, ^mongst these men ofranH 

Richest within the neighborhood they are. — 

How I despise such turpitude ! — Vile slang. 

Fervent beware ; else thou may'st fix my hate :— • 

Keep thy dull counsels to thyself, nor dare 

With such mean stuff, to come and daub my ears.*' 

He met Sebastian at the mansion gale ; 

Who came to meet him with that honest smilQ 

So constant beaming on his manly cheek. 

He first affectionately grasp'd his hand, 

And then in mildest accents he began. 

** To you dear Zebulon, I now entrust 

A secret, known as yet to me alone. 

Our common friend-^-our Fervent yesterday. 

As walking arm in arm alorg the grove, 

(Ingenuous confidence unbarr'd our thoughts,) 

Confessed our dear Louisa's artless charms-- 

Had won his loving— his untainted heart. 

He sigh'd despair, yet still was fond to dwell 

On the soft theme with which his bosom glow'd. 

He bjide me speak of this to none but thee : 

Folrlorpi'he views thedifTrence as too great 

Between his orphan state and her high birth.'' 

^'2?at jet/^jcontihued he, ** thou ktvoN^j'sl ray Uoi?< 

' Twiberj^ar, may seek bet \Ui.p\ess ^oxv*. 
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rhough long she's left mc, she raay soon return. 
Sut, Oh ! I rave: despair o'erpow'rs my brain. 
40St, when I view thy sister's beauteous forniy 

vainly long to gain the destin'd prize, 
Uineet, and mourn an humble orphan's lot." 
laid Zebulon, '^ That savors of good sense ; 
>r trust me, I should think the youth v/crecraa'd, 
7o date aspire to gain our sister's hand." 
' Can Zebulon thus speak in cruel tone ?" 
Leplied the good Sebastian : ** surely he 
•atinotso underrate Qwr^w Qvihy fiiend. 
Fe keeps at humble distance. Had you heard 
Cisfalt'ring tongue relate his lovelorn tale, 
^ou would have wif h'd his rAiik liad equall'd ouni, 
'r that our humble lot ccmp£i'*d with his." 

For shame ! Sebastian : prltliea urge no more ; 
ure ^tifi unkind, to rate cur etislei's worth 
io low, as e'en to thluk upon tlie n&me. 
'ervent ! the very infants aa thcv pass, 
Lixow and accoat (contempt in ^^9 tj word) 
^his abject being. Can he once presume 
!*o enter Sterlinstcn'a unblemiah'd list i" 
'Alas !" return'd Scbfittisa, "I confess, 
lis inability to rank with us, 
Q title or ectate ; yet I wuct 03^/n 
n some great qualities he doth appear 
n equal briliiaticy v/ith hi-t he ivoocs. 
lis heart n;y Zebuloii, unsuliied, pui;^, 
U that which in Louisa'g bosom dwells, 
)eserves to meet its equa;! ; niei its all 
^hat sympathy, sweet soother ! can bestow." 
^ And pray now,'^ sneering Zebulon returned, 
'When first you heard his melancholy prate, 
Vhat gentle answer might your yearning heart 
*rompt you to make? Mcthinks 1 long to hear." 
^ Most willingly, you shall," Sebastian aftid. 
'I heard him, with much patience, as became 
^ friend, whose friendship not alone consists 
n empty words and promises. I saw 
^nd mark'd the combat in his noble breast. 
Vhen he the pleasing secret told me, I, 
^y inability, regretted much ; 
Vt once to crown my Ferveiit's utmost hope." 
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*' And could you so forget our sistor'a rank/' 

Replied his brother with disdainful smile, 

" To wish her wedded to so mean a mate ? 

Could partial favor for that orphan boy 

Thy sister's merits any wise obscure ? 

How blind art thou Sebastian to permit 

Such sly pretensions to obtain belief ! 

Self-int'rest moves him : now, I see his drift. 

I onco accounted him of noble mind. 

Of gen'rous principle ; unvarnished truth ; 

Bui I have found (and haply not too late,) 

The bosotn that revived the drooping snake. 

Is dcstin'd (if a friendly caution fail) 

To feel that sting, which thence derived its pow'r." 

Sebastian grievM to hear the unjust charge, 

And answered it with mild and manly zeal. 

" 0, Zcbulon ! my brother ! tell me who 

Has slandcr'd thu? my lov'd^^mj faithful friend ! 

Ue has been iivrong'd, for well i know his heart 

Free from the sullied current of deceit. 

Unblcmiih'd is his nobleness of soul, 

As drifted snow appearsin spotless white. 

Hear him, when be began bis timid tale, — 

His words I will endeavor to recite : 

His «;entle manner I will not essay — 

Fruitless to imitate, would be th' attempt. 

Each proposition (govern'd by respect) 

Vainly endeavoring to conceal^ he strove ; 

Love's ardent fire still glist'ning in his eye.** 

^< From thee, my friend, whose confidential love, 
Unlimited, I have bo long enjoy'd ; 
'Twould be most base ingratitude to hide, 
A secret that so near concerns thy peace. 
This hopeless secret, must be told to thee. 
^Tis thus the mariner delights to dwell 
On perils he has sharM ; though every word 
Brings by-past terrors back to his review. 
So are my suffVings eas'd whilst venting woe, 
In bosom of a sympathising friends- 
It gives the heart relief, where love resides. 
When friendship speaks compassion in each sigh. 
I love thy beauteous sister. 

Canr I dare 
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Proceed unanswered by a killing frown ? 
Say, canst thou hear an orphan frankly own 
J^is admiration of such female worth f 
Shall the' deaf smile still play around thy brow ? 
Sebastian ! 0, my friend ! I'm unpreparM^ 
For generosity so great as thine ! ! 
The soaring lark, though high advanc'd in air. 
Is still far distant from the azure sky ; 
Yet proud ambition does hot prompt the lay, 
But prsfises warbling from her tuneful throat. 
Adores afar and keeps within her sphere. 
So wiH I view thy sister ; so regard 
The fatal distance 'twixt my bliss and me. * 

Yet, though felicity I dare not hope, 
Still must I.gazo ; and gazing, still admire.*' 
*« *Twas here he stoppM : How could I then roply.** 
(Sebastian still continued,) ^^ but to calm. 
Contending pow'rs that rack'd his feeling breast f 
Alas ! could I forbid him to repeat 
What in rehearsing gave me sweet delight ? 
Could I deny that pity to his grief, 
His faithful bosom would have felt for me ? 
No I though I did not dare to bid him hope, 
(My father and yourself yet unadris'd,) 
I did not — could not, tell him to despair.'^ 
** That task remains for me ;'' Zebulon said ; 
'* A welcome job, and shall with speed be done. 
Hear me, and mark ; if Fervent dare presume. 
To ask my favor to his lofty suit, 
At once I'll banislihis insulting hopes:—- 
. Vengeance shall light — vain youth, upon thy pate !" 
; He ceas'd — and with a quick unsteady pace 
Hasten^ toward the door. Sebastian sighed ; 
Swift following, entreated him to smooth 
The settled frown that rankled In his iaceJ 
The plea prevailed : he checkM his rising rage, 
LiMt an observing parent might be vez'd ; 
Thta ioon retir'd (alas ! in vain) to sleep. 



Worldly men, on occasions corresponding u 
that of Thornburg, Crookby, and Gryj)C^ (shown 
the preceding book,) tise a similar species ofcunn\ 
and deeeiij in passing and recommending one a 
ther amongst the tinsnspecting and generous : i 
their astonishing success, encourages mvlliludes 
dfipend chiefly on fair out sides, as if sufficient fc 
fintl test, whilst their hearts and their practises ^ 
known to be deplorably corrupt. 

The vilest transgressions of such, are not vie^ 
with equalsense of shame, abhorrence, jealous wai 
fulness, and anxious solicitude through fear of dan 
therefrom, as certain liabilities to exposure at 
ordeal of truth, which is generally regarded as i 
tile to their interest and happiness. Here, it is 
markable, that thousands who escape detection, 
the most censorious with others who fail, or who 
anywise dependent on them for favor of any h 
and yet they fear notn higher tribunal, so lon% 
there are any hopes oj absolution (however fa 
cious,) for themselves. ^ 

Young persons should seek, and not shun good 
Tice, such as that of Blandly to Zebulon, respect 
his counterfeit [rienis;. yet like the lattery they 
more likely to consider such as seduce them intt 
ror, and in the mean time flatter them as fault 
as the most affectionate, and kind ; whilst^ on 
contrary, afiy extraordinary solicitude to eOfiri 
them from the gulf qf such delusions, is noic 
very hateful, but often suspected to proceed from 
most inveterate enmity. 
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BOOK IV. 



** And is It thus that beauty flies 

'* In misery's hour, from Love's fond eyei ? 

" Oh, the rude hand of cruel care 

** No mortal loveliness may spare — " 

« « « • 

** And though lone Edith's cheek is wan— 

** Although her lips' rich hue is gone, . 

** Those soft blue eyes^ whose glances stole 

■* So sweet and kindly to the soul» 

" Beam with a Heavenly tenderness 

^ That gentle Love would kneel to bless." 

. THE night was tedious to the troubled mind 
Of restless Zebulon : he ne'er before 
Had known the want of sleep's refreshing ow'r. 
But that vexatiousdemon-— discontent, 
s (Imagination-form'd) had now combin'd, 
^ With anger, to-disturb the native glow, 
I Of calmtranqu llity be pnee possess'd. 
|r Reflection could not aid him : still he saw, 
? Or thought he saw, in Blandly's kind advice, 
I A subtle mask to hide usurping pow'r. 
[Quite well he knew his father's firm regard, 
I Alike for Blandly and the orphan youth, 
^ Would form a barrier to his lUen revenge, 
~ Sebastian likewise seeming did reject 
A brother's love, in pleading for a friend. 
(Suspicion thus increas'd his fancied woes!) 
'Tis well ! said he ; I still have three friends left; 
With them I hope to spend far happier hours* 
Thus meditating, he began his walk, 
When, at the entrance of th' adjoining grove 
He met the faithful, unsuspecting youth. 

D 



55 Tht Young Nobleman, 

Fervent approachM as usual with respect ; 

In that true confidence by friendship taught. 

He saw the frown quick gathering in the brow 

Of Zebulon, but could not guess the cause ; 

Yet seiz'd his hand, and, smiling in his face, 

Ask'd kindly for his gen'xous friends at home, 

" Your father and Sebastian, are they well ? 

How is Louisa ? is she in good health ?'' 

He scem'd to dwell with rapture on the sound 

And, as no answer he at first received. 

Repeated his affectionate demand* 

Ungentle Zebulon ! ah ! cruel youth ! 

How could you spurn affection so sincere ? 

How could you crush that modest ray of hope. 

Beaming in manly and respectful smiles ? 

How could you thus repay the fond demand, 

And answer such kind questions with contempt ? 

" Fervent, 'tis time to undeceive thy hopes, 

To check the impulse of aspiring pride i 

Had not Sebastian told me, trust me, now. 

Thy vanity I ne'er could have surmised. 

Can you presume to seek my sister's hand ? 

Where^went your thoughts astray— ^mem*ry — ^^^M 

To tell you what, and where, and who you are ! ] 

Let me advise you, as the passion came, 

So let it vanish, like those trivial things. 

Which idly pass — remember'd while in sight-*^ 

Known, while enjoy 'd — forgotten as they go." 

" Like trivial thifigs /" with sigh of deep distress, 

That plainly show'd the source from whence it sprii 

Was well nigh bursting with a poignant grief. 

" Like trivial things ! said Fervent : ! my fries 

(I once could freely urs^e the sjjcred tie,) 

But angry frowns usurp where friendship beam'd. 

Were love a thing so trifling — should I own — 

Nay —vex myself to curb its potent sway ? 

I vainly mourn what now indeed appears 

A harsh decree of fate : but, that, myguide ; 

My benefactor teaches me to know, 

(And demonstration tells me to confess,) 

W^hatever happens ; happens lor the best. 

Is love a thing so base, that, when I (ell 

Its gentle message, friendship's brow shall chiDge 
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rom amiable ; kind ; yea true esteem^ 
o some dire emblem of unguarded wrath !. 
! Zebulon : ! did you ever love : 
Lis irresistibleyyou would confess : 
ou'd feel for those who now despairing sigh. 
humanity would dictate what your tongue 
/ith willing pity kindly would express, 
do not thus io anger turn away, 
will endeavour (painful is the task ;) 
o conqujer hopeless passion as I ought, 
ut why 1 should provoke that settled frown^ 
cannot understand. Is love a crime ? 
[ust I because of it, be guilty too 
f vices which the gen'rous should abhor ? 
orbid it Heaven 1 No — Zebulon — I own 
our lovely sister I can ne'er forget, 
see Louisa moving ih a sphere 
.hove my humble reach ; I'll not presume 
iThilst I am poor, to seek her bridal hand. 
lUt if a mother's anxious footsteps reach 
[er long lost son, and wealth bless her return, 
then will tread the plecsant paths of hope, 
Lnd love shall hold dominion in my breast." 
Then^ from this moment," Zebulon rejoin'd, 
Come not within my sight, or dread my arm : 
'or he who still persists in spite of all 
'hat fate seems io decree, or prudence yvarn, 
hould meet wiih indignation most severe." 
'ervent essay 'd reply ;alas ! mvain: 
(e sank overwhelmed willi grief> upon the lurf ; . 
Lnd Zebulon with hasty strides pass'd on. 
ihance at that time conducted to the spot, 
'he fair Louisa. She, kind, gen'rous maid 
^ith all the feeble strength she could exert 
Vied to remove him to th' adjacent bank, 
he saw Sebastian nigh, and, plaintive call'd ; 
leon as he heard, he hasten'd to assist, 
Lnd gently laid young Fervent on a bench, 
lebastian's breast now friendship's pillow form'd, 
fne hand he held, the other yet remain'd 
iOck'd in Louisa's, where it still had been 
lince first she found him fall'n upon the turf, 
lost tenderly and anxiously 3he strove 
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To bring the native color to his cheek. 

^.ngelic maid ! thy care was not in vain : 

He soon recover'di and beheld his friends. 

*' Thee, my Sebastian V^ faintly he exclaimed : 

And finding still one arm remained confin'd^ 

He turn'd his eyes and saw the lovely cause. 

*' Louisa ! ! too kind ! too gen'rous fair !'' 

Then sank again upon Sebastian's breast. 

Once more reviv'd — they sought old Blandly's cot. 

He met them ere they reach'd the arbor'd door. ; 

" Come, come, my son/' (to Fervent) " come" said he 

" You must fatigue the arm on which you lean. 

A lady's arm ! my Fervent ! — in my time 

The fashion was not thus. A youth rejoic'd 

On all occasions to support the /air. 

It is man's duty——" 

" Ay, and woman's too, 
The weak to aid : and, trust me, when we found 
A youth we all-* — " 

" We all most highly prize" , 
(Sebastian kindly added, for he saw, 
The blush o'erspread Louisa's conscious cheek,) 
" Stretch'd at full length upon the dewy turf. 
We thought thy skill might baffle his complaint. 
We both are ignorant what length of time 
Our Fervent there remain'd bereft of help." 
"Then let me hear my child,'* said Blandly, *^speali 
How was it ? Were you stricken unawares ? 
Come, boy ; come in.: and you, his worthy friends, 
Will not refuse to grace my humble shed. 
There, resting in my chair. Fervent shall tell. 
All he remembers of the sad mischance." 
Fervent, the only time in all his life. 
Replied not to kind Blandly's fond^request : 
His ev'ry sense but that of gazing lost, 
Engross'd-^entranc'd ; by his beloved girl. 
Blandly perceiv'd but pardon'd the neglect ; 
The author's visage, beam'd a fond excuse. 
Our patient hears me hot. Ah ! well — he said 
'Tis natural for youth in lovely bloom. 
To prove attractive to each converse sex. 
And wrinkled age with pleasure can look on, 
Whilst memory renews past scenes of lovc^ 
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nt withdrew his eye: Louisa blushM : 

Hther, the discov'ry did dbplease. 

fine eyes sparkled, and a smother'd sigh^ 

1 break its gentle prison — 'spite of all 

efibrts the sly tell-tale to eoneeal. 

mtual glance escap'd not unobservM : 

eyes now met, and now again withdrew. 

i was the maid, though lib'ralof hersmiles, 

ripp'd of hope, her ardent lover gaz'd, 

a flow'r whose tints enehainM bb sight 

com that left his cheek once more returned, 

Blandly callM on Fervent to begin. 

xcuse my silence,'' said the gentle youth, 

urge me to repeat what must afBict 

indest—* worthiest auditors to bear." 

kt means my friend ?" Sebastian quick exclaim'd ; 

me ; was I unknowingly the cause ?" 

?" rejoin'd Louisa : <* Heav'n forbid !" 

3ager energy continued she. 

her :" he answePd. ^ Neither you my friend i 

ou, too kind Louisa. Spare me then ; 

i not dare with sorrow to repay 

oble generosity as yours." 

uld not do : the^ begg'd again to hear; 

lus he said, (oft sighing as he spoke :} 

ight misapprehensiov Ibelieve ^ 

e could understand the moving cause ; 

irother Zebulon misjudg'd my words, 

iger flash'd where friendship us'd to glow. 

nder then if I, unus'd to see 

but good nature smiling in his faee, 

lock'd so much at the uncommon change.'^ 

brother angry !" said Louisa : << sure 

ere deceived ; and fancy wroo((ht the frown* 

ilom isdispleas'd ; but thial know 

e (amongst his intimates,) the last 

om he could with cause of anger look/' 

)re it so, then were I blest indeed. 

t, perhaps have been in fault, 'tis true ; 

[ was, I know not now my crime ; 

e that chas'd the sunshine from his brow, 

us'd to cheer me ever when we spoke." 

d)v observing still his voVco waa tiXiA^ 

D % 
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ProposM, nay urg'cl him lo lay down awhile, 

And by refreshing slumbers lo recruit 

His strength; of which he now stood in much need. 

He kept in mind his Fervent's artless words, 

And guess'dthat on account of his advice, 

Young Zebulon had sought some fierce revenge. 

He hcK) his peace; nor let a word escape 

That might their curiosity attract, 

And render all unhappy at the tale. 

They rose when Fervent went, and, as they walk' 

Sebastian thus obtained his earnest wish 

To know the sigh that 'scap'd Louisa^s breast, 

Was for his worthy, though despairing friend. 

« I pity Fervent."—" So indeed do I," 

She answered with emphatic tender tone. 

** But what ; Sebastian ; can we dare to think — 

Shall wc accuse a brother, till we find 

If he deserve, or not, our fond rebuke ? 

Can we behold a friend like Fervent mourn ? 

So amiably meek ! — so mild !— resigned ! 

I should be loth to have conferred on me 

The power of decision, in the cause 

Of a dear brother, and a ^' 

" Dearer friend. 
Mean you not so ?" rejoined he : " speak, my lov< 
Ne'er hesitate to own thy bosom's thoughts. 
Am I not right, Louisa ? Tell me, now, 
Were Fervent rich, and of our brother's rank, 
Would you not from the gay unmeaning crowd, 
(Who buzz about the throne of lovely fair. 
Unconscious— 'Careless, what their inward toorih 
Single him out, deserving most regard ?^' 
»* Sebastian," she replied — " to tell the truth— . 
His want of opulence would sway me not : 
A mind like his, I prize beyohd all wealth. 
Hear him converse ; what purity of mind, 
What moral excellence, delights the ear ! 
No useless word he speaks : from his discourse. 
Some new exalted sentiment we jscain, 
Thai shows him worthy of good Blandly's care. 
We wonder at his knowledge: foon wp feel 
A"*'''""'^'^^''''^'^ swpll, nnd admirntior. fix." 
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I see the partiality and feel 

.fr this long wish'd discovery more true joy 5 

'ian if a monarch sought Louisa's hand. 

[e loves my sister, long have I perceived : 

;qd yesterday his passion he declared, 
terms of sucbunparallell'd respect, 
1 could not but Fdieve his ardent mind. 
3ie mournM bis orphan state— 'his doubtful birth| 
Still ignorant of where he first drew breath. _ 
3He sighs despair, and yet requests to hope; 
3n which fond hope indulging since we me^ 
f erhaps to Zebulon he told his tale. 
1 have no doubt this^ w;is the very cause, 
Of his displeasure and of Fervent's grief. 
He yesternight was vex'd at the advice, 
I'raternal love impell'd me to attempt ; 
jA.nd threatenM vvralh on Blandly and my friend. 
I heard him vow his sister should not wed, 
**An outcast orphan ; povertie's lean child ^^ 
Objectof hate, derision and contempt." 
* *My dear, dear brother 5" she replied, " from yow, 
'Twould be ingratitude to hide a thought : 
Kfy sighs are but for him ; my heart now beats, 
Still sadly doubting his returning health. 
Our friendly intimacy was approb^d 
I3y our kind father who has often joinM 
Our infant sports ; which he desired should bind 
Of social unanimity the tie. 
Oft has he bade me mark his modest worth, 
Ilis mild respect, likewise his manly port ; 
And that his actions with his wordsagreed. 
Af y father, who first taught me to admire 
Afade admiration kindle into love. 
i3ut see, they beckon ; let us on with speed ; 
We make them wait, uncotiscious of the hour.^* 
She took Sebastian's arm ; they tripp'd along ^ 
He, joyful at the long- wished happy news ; 
SShe, that the sweet confession now was o'er. 

From that day forth, if e'er Sebastian ncet 
His angry brother, oft he kindly plead 
liis friend's still hopeless cause ; but all in vaiu. 
^t length when Zebulon no inore could tivxtVi 
':S'hsi ruling pride whfch soured \us. lTOu\A^t\ V^r^^l^ 
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He sought his comrades^ next and thought in tbenn i 
He found some recompense for cold neglect. - 

He that is wise, base passion curbs : this youth, 
To gratify the phrenzy of his wrath. 
Regardless how ^twould end, his brother thwarts fi 
Throws tenfold bitlcrness in his own cup,—* i 

Drinks in suspicion, and seeks peace from home. 
Solicitude, which his kind brotherfelt. 
He took for proof, that Fervent was preferred ; 
And thought he could perceive himself despis'd. 
A month now pass'd in visiting new friends. 
In the mean while, alas ! how oft the rule. 
He had so frequent vow'd to keep — was broke ! 
They met by turns, perhaps three times a week, 
And each time was he urgM to raise the stake. 
At first he kept his firm unalter'd vow ; 
But ere he thrice had touched the magic cards, 
He staggcr'd and consented to the game. 
From shillings to half-crowns they soon advanc'd ; 
And stopp'd not here ; for crowns were next proposN 
From theseto guineas, then to larger bets^^ 
Disdaining trifiing sums of gain or loss. 
Intending better to secure their prey. 
He had of late, been much allow'd to win. 
Behold those faces now, where nimble fun, 
SeemM at the first to reign, most sadly changM, 
To frowns of sullen anger and despair. 
Soon as the game grew high, each youth seem'd fix'd 
3n gain — that subtle ruin of content. 
Then Zebulon, who onceabhorr'd an oath, 
\nd shudder'd at an impious thought. 
Would swear, and bet, as eager as the rest. 
3 fatal phrenzy of a child seduc'd, 
Who from the path of rectitude hath gone ; 
\nd now, unsocial wiih the wise and good. 
Fakes for his choice companions, serpents rile. 
?rom principles refin'd his soul estrangM ; 
je loaths the truths of Heav'n and spurns adrice— <» . 
nsults advisers ; e'en the hoary head 
^f venerable age — nor sire, nor friends '■* 

itiin his attention or obtain respect, 
lis faculties perverted ; blind and deaf, 
jTo all they say, because it jars ViU ptvd«. 
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I neither see^ hear, nor yield his ground, 
anguished soul torn with remorse ; chagrined 
is degenerate fall ; he broods despair 
bent on self destruction onward hies. 
It those proofs — how soon vice sinks the sou1| 
pnever prudence is by youth forsook, 
yain is resolution to avoid 
lose sorrows which in consequence arise, 
conscience does not guard from sinful snares. 
Alas ! one eril quickly overtook 
boF Zebulon ; who, drinking in his turn, 
[ad ne'er till now, perceivM how much the game 
tad lessenM that which he before had won. 
rem loss to loss, he op'd his private purse,* 
1 great perplexity then rashly darM 
b venture note by note, to turn the scale, 
at no ! the tricks of sharpers still prevail'd 
'er inexperience : sadly he forgot 
he kind advice of Blandly, and was strippM 
fev'ry guinea that he could command, 
landly once more had given him good advice^ 
nd in return, receiv'd a haughty check, 
rompted by duly, rev'rence, and esteem^ 
pom vicCf shame, sorrow^ ruin ; in sure train^ 
e warn'd friend Sterlington to save his son. 
his was his next resort, nor was it vain> 
he painful, pious office, to fulfil, 
Y strictly charging him ne'er more to meet 
reven speak to these his '^ treacherous friends,^ 
^as what the good old Lord forthwith decreed. 
For such,'^ said Blandly, " I am well convinced, 
ay thoroughly informed they all three are. 
espect for thee, and pity for thy son," 
dntinued he, " have causM me to procure 
he characters of these mo^ dangerous men. 
r their base deeds with soirow I have heard, 
nd wish your son may never see them more," 
Youhg Zebulon went home with visage changed 
rem peaceful smiles, to haggard looks of woe. 
o more he gladly grasp'd a parent's hand ; 
it^pre in cheerful converse read, or spoke, 

WSome keep a little money in reserve which they niever use tx« 
|tt in extreme necei sity, or for some great adyantsge in dealing. 
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No more rehears'd the journal of the day, 

Dwelling with pleasure on the choicest scene^i 

He strove to pass his father silent still ; 

The latter this observed, and kindly said — 

** My son, of late, I have been much concerned. 

Observing your demeanor quite estranged; 

I would not ask the cause ; 1 thought perhaps 

It might distress you, and do me no good. 

I'm now more anxious to relieve your grief 

Appearing deeply settled in your mind. 

The worthy Blandly proved himself of late 

The friend of both : he told me all he said, . 

When first he met you coming from your friends; 

And mourn'd that caution yielded no efiect. 

Yet generosity hath sway'd his breast ; 

That when he found thee eager to proceed, 

He came and warn'd me of the fatal snare. 

Thou art waylaid by cunning— dext'rous youth. 

Who under friendship's mask profane the name \ 

And flatter with design to cozen thee. 

All is hot right ; but be it as it may, 

I've more than once suspected that your stock 

Of temporary cash perhaps is spent 

Now, if for debt, your honor is in pawn. 

In fearless confidence, reveal to me. 

Accept these notes ; in value fifty pounds. 

If these fall short of reaching all thy wants, 

Tell me, sincerely ; — let me know the whole. 

I will not chide thee more; knowledgeju8t,truOy^ 

We most of us must buy ; to learn its worth. 

Let these few hints suffice ; avoid all guile ; 

I furthermore command ; you, (let me hope,) 

With filial zeal, will certainly obey : 

Shun these deceitful friends; keep them aloof; 

And never more join with the treach'rous gang. 
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*• Triendshjp unfeijjn'd, impels an unskilUd mute, 

** With xeai officious to remove tliy grief ; 

** And will my tViend inflexibly refuse 

■* The means of comfort* to obtain relief I" 



•* He glares in balls, front boxes, and the ring, 
•* A vain, unquiet, gliltering, wretched thing ! — 
«• Pride, pomp, and state, but reach his outward part ; 
** He sighs — ao more a nobleman at heart." 

« DOES then my father," Zebulon exclaim'd, 
ext morning as he rose, ^* does he suspect 
lie honor andya/r conduct oi my friends I 
njust suspicion cancels the kind deed 
^hich else his love had wrought. Must I resolve 
more to meet with these— my last resource ! 
ly brother tutors me; old Blandly blames^ — 
ouisa seems to shun me ; Fervent too — 
U join to make me v\ retched but those three, 
^ith them I have enjoy'd most pleasant hours^ 
nd till last night I had my share of gain ; 
ow then can they deceive roe ! 'tis but fair 
o try with this, some portion to retrieve, 
erhaps the whole I lost when last we met.'* 
idulging this sad hope, besought the path 
^hich led from out the garden to the road, 
here, on a bench o'ershadow'd by the boughs 
/ide spreading from the elm-trees' lofty top, 
[e ope'd his book. Alas ! the blushing pago 
'aught not reveal'd religion's sacred truths. 
t told no wonders in our Maker's work, 
lor pointed out one Heav'nly — sacred law 
t show'd no beauties of th' historic pago 
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It taught no useful maxims^ how to live, 
NorcharmM the wand'ring fancy wtth a talt^ 
Yielding rich lessons fit to keep in mind. 
But taught the *< Gamester^s J2rt ;" to rule the ca 
Or throw the dice at hazard's varying chance. 
Here, while he read^ he heard the well known Toic 
Of Fervent, talking in fond strains of love ; 
Answer'd by sweet Louisa's ardent thanks. 
He started up with angry feelings rous'd 
And leap'd the fence which hid them from his. vie? 
The cause which authorised the fond discourse! 
Was of a nature worthy of regard. 

Louisa oft, ere breakfast was prepar'd. 
Would much delight to hear the morning song 
Of the gay warbling tenants of the grove. 
There in retirement she was wont to read ; 
Where ruminating freely, undisturbed, 
The subject of each page she lov'd to scan. 
She ever had preferr'd this tuneful place : 
But now, perhaps, herFervcnt's dwelling place 
Appearing at small distance through the trees, 
Might still be more attractive than the songs 
Of the blithe birds in sweet harmonious joy. 
Here had she wander'd past her usual seat ; 
And while on pastorals of Gay, intent, 
A rustling in the hedge disturbed her thoughts ; 
She clos'd her book, and when she turn'd around^ 
A man in hideous mask, and arm'd appear'd. 
Affrighted at the view she scream'd aloud» 
While he demanded money with an oath. 
To force her to comply without delay. 
Her purse she drew, which eagerly he snatch'd ; 
But scarce a minute pass'd when from the hedge, 
Rush'd Fervent like a lion on his prey. 
His cudgel broke upon the robber's arm. 
Who quickly fled, nor did the youth pursue ; 
Intent to aid Louisa who, thus shocked, 
Had fainted as he overleaped the hedge ; 
Dreading to find another monster come. 
But when encouraged by his friendly voice 
She soon regained composure, and with words 
Of sweetest gratitude, her thanks expressM. 
She call'd him her preserver— said she owM 
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More than in all her life, she could repay/' 

ien he declared) whilst kneeling at her feet,) 

\% higff aspiring passion : furthermore, 

cplain'd the conflict in his struggling hreast, 

rtween cold duty and all-conquering love. 

e could not answer; but in one kind look, 

epress'd far more than volumes could explain, 

was bliss tp him, to know what check'd her speech ; 

le barrier to his hopes then cross'd his mind, 

ft; hAvinglhrice upon her lovely hand 

I'preBs'd an ardent kiss, he strove no more 

I urge his suit, lest he should mar her peace, 

)VSr sudden do youth's prospects vary here, 

id how uncertain ev'ry good they boast ! 

le took his arm ; and as they walk'd along, 

leerM him and bless'd him with her friendly chat, 

ill seeing. Zebulon quite near at hand 

ist'ningand looking; rous'd with anger fierce, 

e bade adieu in terms that well became 

is spotless sentiments and humble sphere. 

J8 farewell she returned so meek and kind, 

ier brother fir'd with notiaing the act, 

carce could she check the impulse of his rage. 

ervent remained, suspecting his revenge 

light on his lovely intercessor light ; 

at no ; on him, was all his vengeance showr'^ 

!e thus forbade him e'er to enter more 

l^ithin the bounds of Slerlington's domains. 

Aspiring youth ! thou heedest not, I see, 

he warning which I gave thee once before. 

at hear me now : if e'er thou dar'st approach 

rven so near as to yon garden gate, 

nd I should know of this thy bold attempt, 

t^re punishment, thou may'st forthwith expect.*' 

lid Fervent to Louisa, as he went ; 

Jf I to-day have merited thy thanks, 

hy approbation o'er all else I prize, 

m happy in this hope for thy dear sake. 

jut to thy brother let me thus reply : 

never did, nor ever will presume 

ktending an offence ; but since 'tis so, . 

trust around the cottage in the grove 

re pleasures to be found to equal those 

E 
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Which bless thy splendid courts, saving this, 
Thy lovely sister's presence. Fare ye well.'' 
They separated ; Fervent slowly back 
Where half-way stood an oak's reclining trunk, 
Inviting weary travelers there to. rest. 
'Tvvas here he sat some minutes, to reflect — 
While musing, heard, what he alone should hear— 
For he ne'er practis'd lisl'ning; and his care 
Was to prevent, and not to cause distress. 
Louisa sought her room ; her brother soon 
Renew'd a while his book ; then slowly walkM 
Along the path divided by a fence 
From the great road, which hid nought from his vi( 
He heard his name twice call'd ; and, looking fortbi 
Saw his friend Thornburg hastily approach. 
He onceturn'd round to shun the luckless sight, 
But fear of scorncr's ridicule, soon check' J 
The motion of his undetermin'd steps. 
Thornburg, o'erleap'd the fence, and on they wall 
Till chance directed them at once to halt 
Near opposite to where young Fervent sat, 
Veil'd by a clump of bushes from their sight. 
Thornburg there told him, he intended long 
Requesting his consent, their future sports 
Might hold at some bye uhfrequented house. 
" Our mode of recreation, though no sin. 
Should be kept secret from observing eyes, 
'Cause people may from each to each report. 
And magnify proceedings of this kind ; 
So 'tis on all accounts the best advice 
To use this caution ere we meet again." 
Now, silent, Zebulon I couldstthou not shira 
The baneful magic of a gamester's voice ? 
Ah ! couldst thou so forget thy father's gift. 
And strict injunctions, ne'er again to meet 
Thy treach'rous ; — dark ; — invet'rate ; — wily jToc 
Silent he stood — and Thornburg thus renew'd 
His fatal argument. He knew, he said, 
A man who kept a roon?, ('twas some time since] 
Who never scrupled all times to allow 
Men of their consequence to be his guests. 
" But, still** said Zebulon, " he must permit 
All thosa who choose to join : and then you knoW] 



he whole may be discovered at the last.^' [used 

Pugh ! pugh I^'said Thornburg; masks were always 
"heiic^er they met. I have been there myself, 
nd hope, ere long they'll see me there again, 
uppose we say to-morrow? Iley ! my friend ! 
'11 tell both Grype and Crojkby to be there, 
nd get the masks : at one o'clock \yc^11 meet : 
he thought's my own : — ^tvviJl suit as well as night; 
ay, belter ; as suspicion then must sleep, 
hilst we shall taste the pleasure undisturb'd. 
Zebulon ! the charms of rattling dice 
he lucky nick that gains the destin'd prize 
roducesjoy superior to the cards." 
'All this, pleas'd i!lebulon because he wish'd 
: XJnnoticM to retrieve his former loss. 
■ . Thus he forgot the duty and respect, 
^ A. parent's strict injunction should produce ; 
\ And left him, promising to n)eet in time. 
.fl How strange there should be music in false tongues ! 
j[ Attracting giddy youth to do what's wrong, 
V So far beyond a parent to control ! 
\ But so it is, and thus trans^^ressors fall. 
Kind Providence makes innocence His care, 
(And gave His favorites first a perfect 50ul ;) 
Still path's of liberty P{e wisely leaves 
Open to such as listen, to he coaxM ; 
. Or view with wishful eye, the tempting shape 
The wily serpent sports in, to delude 
From present good, ta idle dreams of joy. 
Conscience is plac'd as overseer, in trust, 
O'er all the passions 5 if it doth give ear 
To vice nad /oiliest treach'rous tempting voice, 
'Gainst arts combin'd, 'tis difficult to stand. 
If once \ki% fatal parley is agreed. 
The whole main force is weaken'd, for some fall. 
Thus like a host of men, their gen'ral slain. 
Prudence, Resolution, JFortitude, all 
May fail, — depriv'd of rectitude's command. 
Forget not, ! young men ; and women too ; 
Your tender parent's gifts, all, to improve ; — 
Let no advice be lost, or just command 
Be disobey'd, if Zebulon, may warn. 
Whose gen'rous boon waa thought of, not for thanks. 



But as the means of banishin<; the sound 
His father's words, left tingling in his ears. 
Fervent in haste returned to Blandly's cot, 
And duty bade him ev'ry word relate 
Which Zebulon and Thornburg had iiscours'd. [new 
" Once more/' said Blandly, when he heard tl 
" Will we endeavor to restore the youth, 
That reformation glittering o'er hisfaults 
May show more splendid, in sound mor ah fix* d. 
I yet have tried in vain, but may succeed 
By the next plot, just thought of, which will suit 
Quite well with their intentions. Masks will aid 
The excellent design : I soon shall see 
Friend Sterlington, and, after, tell you all. 
He left him, and advancing from the door 
Soon met lord Sterlington coming alone 
Taking a morning walk to aid his health. 
Before returning home, he sought his son. 
And kindly lengthen'd his intended search 
To pay the good old hermit of the grove 
Asocial visit at his rural hut 
Blandly soon told him what he just had heard. 
And next declared his plan, him to restore 
To apt reflection on the shameful life 
To which he was insnar'd by dang'rous men. 
He said he thought the only way now left 
Was to disguise, and join the gambling crew : 
There to beliold the manner of the game. 
The skilful trick'ry practised there, to scan, 
Of nimble fingered sharpers, and base arts, 
Contrived to steal his money, and what stakes 
Despair might make their victim rashly risk. 
If such they prov'd, he had a last resource, 
Which he would not explain, till they had seen 
Whether 'twould be of use ; and, as the room 
Was easy of access in masquerade. 
They might securely enter, and devise 
How to foil knaves, the while suspicion slept. 
The plan seem'd feasible ; 'twas soon agreed ; 
And Blandly promis'd to conduct him there 
At the appointed juncture ; and resolv'd 
To let no action pass him unobftefv^d." 
Full well he knew the counierfeitiair play 
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^hich roguish gamesters use to lake the bets : — 

hat inexperience consequently yields 

>such sly artifice, an easy prey. 

herefore, reliictantly, he did resolve 

3 enJer once again, that wicked course — . 

, tragical attempt at gamester's sleight, 

this emergency he vvouhl befriend 
le hapless j)aienf, by a counter crime. 
)r this, he'd dare to mingle in the game, 
3 strive, throusjh clear conviction, to produce 

Zebulon's infatuated mmd 
sense of his abandon'd course of life. 
Now turni we to Louisa ; who, before 
iree hours had elaps'd from her alarm, 
Dceiv'd a parcel from her servant maid, 

at the gate mysteriously thrown, 
lereat she wonder'ci whilst she broke the seal, 
nd saw a picture which her purse contained 
'hen the base villain snatchM it in the grove, 
'was the dear semblance of her mother^ face,— 

parting pledge of kind maternal love. 

many papers folded, it was found 

hich swell'd the packet somewhat large in bulk ;. 
nd oft she look'd it o'ipr, for not a word 
ppear'd inforjnmg her from whence it came, 
t length on one small scrap, rumpled and torn, 
latseepi'd a letter's counterpart, she read, 
2harles Crookb^.'*— '« ! 'lis he ! 'tishe!'' she cried 
VyQ seen the villain in my brother's yrfe/i^/," 
aving already told him of the theft, 
>r which he angrily had vowM revenge,, 
le, feSiring some disaster might impel 

rash proceeding— dreadful in effect, 
'^ish'd to conceal the author of the deed, 
herefbre, she kept this hid, though proof direct,, 
f his associate's wicked course of life, 
er father had lamented more than onoe, 
\ private conference with his dear girl, 
he change ia Zebulbn ; and wcIT she knew 
}me plan was now about to be pursued — 
^itb purpose to reclaim him ere too latBt.. 
he circumstantial evidence most clear 
he packet thus produced, she told tioiv^«\M^ ^^ 

E a 
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Her father's confidence, she further sought, 

Which he with pleasure gave her to enjoy. 

Besides infornning her about their plot^ 

He promisM an account of its success. 

When he return'dfrom that heart-rending scene. 

Prompt, at the hour, lord Sterlington was met 

By Blandly ; and in n>asks they sought the house^ 

Which quickly was announced to those at play. 

Grype, Thornburg, and their dupe, were all inform^ 

" Two gentlemen begg'd leave to join their set.^' 

They saw the eyes of Thornburg, sparkling bright. 

For joy to think what new recruits approached, 

And Zebulon seem'd eager as the rest. 

" But why don't Crookby come ?" amaz'd he crie< 

" He us'd not to delay : — I fear he's sick, 

Else, surely he'd be here." " Aye," Grype repli< 

" He bruis'd his arm this morning by a fall, 

. And kecp&his bed. But come ; ne'er think of hii 
In questions waste no time. --Come — Here's a main 

JNow all were still, except the clatt'ring dice. 
Till fortune frown'd on Zebulon again. 
And seem'd determin'd to reward deceit, 
For Thornburg gain'd what he and Blandly lost. 
Sterlington likewise, car'd not how he far'd, 

. . For Blandly had advis'd before'they came, ♦ 

And promis'd him he'd find sufficient cause 
For what, indeed, was in appearance strange. 
The game fan high, and Zebulon once more 
Was stripped of ev'ry shilling hepossessM. 
Blandly had more than onee detected Grype 
In an attempt to change a losing throw ; 
And though he made rt not an open case, 
■^Jogg'd Sterlington ; who plainly saw the aet. 

\' And now a wo-fraught dialogue commenc'd ^ 
Which must be mentioned here, as from the mouth: 
Of those from whom the ready converse flow'd 
As better calculated to ^how forth 
Their manners in a clearer point of view 
Than any way we have ars yet pursued. 
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" ALAS ! what a reverse has succeeded ! Does our 
Hero court danger, and is he fortuneless? Adieu to the 
confidence of his carriage — the comeliness of his looks! 
Adieu to the manliness ^of his mind, and vigor of hi^ 
Understanding I Lost is his activity, thrown away are 
his hope^ ; defoliated his mind in the very spring of 
its advancement, and the promises of his intellects are ' 
cankered in the blossom. A gradual dereliction of his 
powers sinks him lower in the scale of being ; each 
remarks the change, and^nvy is gratified, if possible, 
in contemplating the extent of his fall, till at length €7j- 
' vy finally loses sight of him." This is the fate of ttti^'' 
victim of vice, who, bent on following his own inclina- 
tions, right, or wrong, turns a deaf ear to admonition, 
ha;2:arding all consequences in keeping vile company. 

« What woes arous'd 

Rage in each thought, by restless musings fed — 

Chill the warm cheek, and blast the bloom of life. 

Neglected wisdom flies, and sliding swift, 

'Tis nought but gloom around : the darkened sun ^ . 

Loses his light ;the rosy bosom'd spring 

To weeping fancy pines ; and yon bright arch, 

Contracted, bends into a dusky vault.^^ 

Sierlington, Zebulon^ Blandly, Thornburgy and 

Grype, (masked.) , 

2kbulon. That throw decides my fate j there rest my ^: 

hopes ; 
My all is doubled, or my all is lost. [Throws.] 
Grype. 'Tis lost indeed. 
Zebulon. Then I am lost indeed : 
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For never can I beor to "See the face 
Of him I have so vilely disobey 'd : 
No more can I approach and see the smile 
Bedeck his aged cheek ; or gladness cheer 
The bosom of my father, after this. 

Ti\ornhurg, What ; meditating Zebulon ? Comers 

Zebidon. Peace. 

To you it is the misery I o\Te, 

That resi|;nation scarce has pow'r to bear : 

In that last stake, my cr'ry penny's gone, 

And what is worse by far; I've lost all hope f 

My honor, which was plcdg'd to play no more 

Is sacrificed, now shject— -post reprieve — 

My ev'ry guinea gone ! What follows now. 

To suit with both my feelings and deserts, 

But that the hand, which y« have taught to sting. 

Should end my inward torture with my life ? 

Sterli7igton. This wounds me deep. 

[t/^side to Blandly. \ 
Blandly to Sterlinglon, But yet you do not know 
If 'tis the impulse of despair in grief, 
Or true repentance for his past misdeeds. 
Grype, Pugh ! prithee talk not so— cease thy despair: 
Who knows how luck may turn ? 

iTo Zebulon.l 

Zebulon. Talk not of that— *^ 

My purse is empty as mj'self of worth, 

Empty as are my promises, or ht>pes. 

When first we met, how cheerfully we playM \ 

Like social friends in innocent employ 

But soon you vilely drew me into guilt ; 

Awaking thoughts, which else had ever slep^. 

Leadmg me downward to the gulf of woe. 

To you I owe my crime; to you my grief; 

My loss of honor, truth, and kindred love ;., 

My banishment from a kind father's house ; 

For ncver^ill I dare approach his gate.. 

To you I owe a ruin'd orphan's curse, 

Take it amongst yon. [^FrantUfy^ 

[ To Sterlinglon and Blandly,'} 
You seem strangers here. 
0, if yoa still are strangers to the sleight 
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these accomplished masters^ still be so : 
t me perform some service ere I sink 
om noble Steilington's first son and heir, 

a mean wand'ring'pilgrirn of the. earth. 
t this my fate deter you fiom the path 
hich, when once enter'd never can be left. — 
jroii have not begun the vile career, 
u know not how impossible it is, 
• quit th' attraction of its magic pow'r. 
t my sad fate preserve you from the gulf; 
will throw a gleam of comfort on a soul 
Hied by sin, and darken^* by despair. 

[Sterlington aside to Blandly, ] 
Mark his advice ; ^tis what myself would say : 
stress, to penitence, hath brought him back. 

[Blandly aside to Sterlington. \ 
) not show yourself yet, you cannot tell 
hether 'twill guard him 'gainst a future snare, 
ee in Thornburg's eye a subtle smile, 

if not quite content : he seems resolvM 

speak ; afraid to trust his word's etFect. 
bulon. Well may you whisper, well may you deride 
;e victim driven to fate's extremest verge : 
tdo not drive me farther than the brink ; 
leed, it wants not much to plunge me in, , 
lere sweet oblivion finishes my woes. 
%ndly. Mistaken youth ! thirvk'st thou itis decreed 
r guilt to kill Jlhe torture of remorse 

sinning worse againstHhe Ileav'nly will ? 
ink'st possible oblivion to redch? - 

: if 'tis pain to bear the load of life, 
t resignation teach thee \o atone 

chastisement enduring for thy crimes. 
bulon (am>azed.) Is this the house the witness of 

my sins } 
it beneath this roof that I have lost 
T money — rrreclaimable ? Is this 
house expos'd to riot and misrule, 

Blandly's cot in yonder peaceful grove ? 
r such nice sentiments his wisdom breathes, 
3h, is the worthy hermit's pious strain. 
rype to Blandly, '\ Hermit, indeed! What made you 
join with us, 
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And with your canting tongue, profane our rites ? 
We never trouble hermits. Come, Sir, march ; 
Or, play your turn, and talk no more such stuff. 
lyiorn/ju)*^, lie shall not play ; he will infect the dice 
Let's leave him to his thoughts, while we in deeds 
Kndeavor to atone for losing time. 
In idly li^t'ning to his priestly slang. 
Grype, Come quit the room. 0, no ; he may look on: 
We'll let him etay for reformation's sake : 
And you, sir ; ycu may join us if you please. 

[ 7b Slerlhigion.l 
As yet you ha^e not troubled us with speech ; 
I like you for it : Throw, and stand your chance. 
But hang cuch smooth tongued preachers — 

Sev^ii's the main* 
Come, Zebuloh, I long for your first ten. 
Zebulon, I have not sixpence left, to gain the world 
Ha ! Thornburg5 Why that smile at my distress? 
Not yet content ? you wish to see me mad. 
Why, truly ; little would produce that wish : 
Increaiing woes, like mine, require some skill 
To combat with ; they w^ound almost too deep. 
This morn I might have rose the child of bliss ; 
A fjither's smiling love first met my view, ^ 
To say my follies past, were all forgot. 
My honor pledg'd to merit his esteem, 
Was, as a bulwark Against a future crime. , ■ 

But ah ! his confidence ie lost and gone ; 
His name disgraced, his ofispriog turn'd adrift; ' 
I know his mild — too generous soul quitie well : 
He would not vex his Zebulon Vm sure ; 
Still, would he press his boy to his fond heart. 
E'en while along his aged cheek the tear 
Would check th' intended smile, as justice ought 
To triumph over mercy, when inclinM 
To favor those unworthy of her vote. 
While disapproving of the mad career; 
His tenderness would lighten the decree 
An injurM parent justly should pronounce 
Against a son who vilely disobeys. 
But no : I now have wrongM him ; now have lost 
That sense of honor which gave him delight, ..^ 
And haste forever from his just rebuke. ' [(Mibif.] 



T^t xoungJSQbienmn. 59 

hornhurg. And will, you^ then reject a friendly 

chance ?• ^ ^ 

ill y9a refuse, before you hear it made,— 
Q t)ffer that may set all right again ? 
ibulon. Ha ! set all right ! 'tis far beyond th^ powV 
' mortal possibility ! 

kornburg. Art sure, 

vo hundred pounds may yet perhaps perform 
Rat feeble mortals may attempt in vain. 
zbulon^ Two hundred ! Thrice that sum belonged 

t«i. me, 
re thou and thy accursed pilfering gang — 
rT/pe. . Nay, prithee Zebulon, leave titles out : 
re we accurs'd because we woa.your cash ? 
so, you' should rejoice; for, though you've lost 
our total stocky you've likewise lost a curse. 
tbuloh. Jesting but ill becomes you — 
Vhornburg,'] H^edhim not^ 
ut listen to thy true unalter'd friend : 
have an offer worthy your regard. 

[^Sterlington aside to Blandly,'] 

Alas !— if after this he turn again 
^hat can I hope ? or what should I expect ? 
et him behold his slill fond father's face, 
nd let me shield him from th' impending snare, 
or still methinks I see, dissembling smiles 
ankling in Thornburg's face ; with wily toligue ; 
ike the fell snake, which, when intent to wound, 
omes bounding — in gbrgeoua grandeur clad. 

[Blandly aside in answer.'] 

Take my advice once more, and try to curb 

Thefohd emotion rising to impel 

A quick discovery : should thy turn advance. 

Refuse not then thy throw : my ill-tim'd zeal 

Provok'd them to dismiss me from the game« 
^hornburg. Zebulon ; a fair sister you have got. 
ebulon* What of her. [Stetnly.\ 
^hornburg. Nay, do not stop me thus, beforo you 

know 
he purport of my scheme. Think me your friend, 
ou have a sister beautiful and young ; 
f virtue and accomplishments above 
i^hat one like me might dare aspire to gain. 
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Should I attempt to ask her for my bride, 

You would with indignation spurn me hence. 

Unworthy of her hand ; with sharp reply ; — 

My principles and mode of life,3'ou'd say, 

Forbid love's purity to rule my heart. 

But trust me, Zebulon ; I love the miiid. 

And would to-morro-si wed her if you could 

But overlook those follies you have seen ; 

And urge it as a common friend to both. 

In recompense for which, if you consent, 

Two hundred pounds shall instantly be youri* 

Zebulon* Indeed ! Am I (hen fali'n so low as this? 

What ! Take a bribe to r«//i spotless worth !-— 

For, to a gambling libertine to wed, 

A female of such chaste,,unsu]lied Boul, 

Would be, in that unerring book where all 

Our sins are registered, inscribed no less. 

Nay, let me spurn the offer, as I ought 

Th^ insulting villain and proposer base. 

Thornburg. Then, take your choice ; it gives me 

concern : 
I can find pleasures with two hundred pounds 
Equalio what your sister's charms could yield. 

2kbulon. Two Mow^anrf pounds, or twenty fold t 

sum, 
Could ne'er procure you comparable bliss 
With that a virtuous woman doth bestow, 
When she resigns her heart and hand for life. 

Gtype. Zebulon ; he will not press you — 

[Thomhurg.^-^ '• Not I. 

I thought my offer liberal — passing fair ; 

And still propose it as a friendly chance. 

Two hundred pounds ! why, you might gain the 8i 

Of all you've lost in twenty minutes; ay, 

Or half the time. ^Tis folly to refuse. 

Is that not fair old Gray beard ? AUIask \^To Bland 

Is liberty to woo and win the maid 

Without his interference, if I can. 

Blandly. It seems to me as lib'ral, just, and fair 

An offer as he could expect yVom you. 

'Tis of a piece with yillainy most base. [AndeJ\ 
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^oriiburg, A3- ; why that's well said : what think 

H you my friend ? . \^To Sierlington,'\ 

[Sferlingion in reph/,!^ 

rt is an offer so uncommon, cJIr, 

It struck me very forcibly I own ; 

He could expect no better ; and indeed, 

I wonder he delays to treat with you ; 

Or, rather treat you as you well deserve. 

{^Aside. ] 

How should I joy to see his vi;];'rous arm 

Dash, to the earth the author of his woe, 

RousM by a sense of wrong with insult base, 

But, al) ! he seems to smile : Protect him Ileav'n ! 

O ; no : he has rejected licavn's kind care. 

And now must meet temptation as he can, 

C Thornbu7'g and Grypc nr^t finding Zchulon anatver, 
look a I hlni sieadfasily and are goina;.) 

Zehilon, Slay Thornburg, stay; and shall 1 be this 
wretch 

V^ilely to barter spotless worth for gold ? 

But, no ; he says he means not that. What tlien ? 

r>oes he imagine I can bear to see 

^ly sister courted by a gnmbling rake ? 

^'hat, if she be atli acted by iiis words, — 

Caught by his wily snares ; as I have been ! 

flow can I know myself the cruel cause ; 

Eiow bear to see her in such woful plight ? 

Sut, ah ! should fortune be propitious now, 

^ nd give me back perhaps ten-fold my loss — 

^Vhy ; "vihat a fool am I to waste a thpught ! 

ft must be so. To lose the offer'd chance 

Were folly inth' extreme. 

\^Aside7^ 

f To Thornburg, 1 will consent. 

Grive me the money and the chance is yours. 

Win her, and wear her : I'll not say thee nay. 

T'homburg. ^Tis ready : fifty for the first prime stake. 

Zebulon, Content-^(Throws.)-^^Tis mine — A hun- 
dred ! 

As you will again ; — hundred^s the next stake. 

Thornburg, With all my heart — 'Tismine. 

Zebulon, That cuts me deep— Once more a hundred. 

ThoTrn/furg. What ! —so bold again ? 
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Zf^bulon. Pshaw ! the mischief ! — throw ! 
Tr.ornburg, Nay 'tis just as you please. I 

Zebulon, How ! have I no more than ihia ? 
Thornburg. Some demon favors every throw. ' . 
Come, Sir, now you and I will try a cast. 
2^biilo7i, [ 7b Sieriingfon,] 

Fifiy on this ; my last — 'lis make or mar. 
This single throw once more decides my fate; 
Fills me wiih hope, or sinks me in despair, 
N*;ver to hope again. 

\Slerllns;tonP\ fatal throw ! 

Does it Cepcnd on me to seal his fate ? 

lAside to Blandly.] 

Ulaudli/ in rephj. Dispute it not, but quickly to the 

cnst. 
Zcbulon. Come, Sir ; ne'er fear me : though I low 

myall. 
'Twill matter nonciht to you : Why ! how you shake! 
Have you the palsy ? 

[StefUngtoii aside.] Sfust I bear this too? 

[Tliet/ l/irow.] 

'Zcbulon. 'TIs thine ! my last, last note : my only' 

chance. 
Curs'd he the throw, and doubly curs'd the dice ! — 
Those scoundrel fiends — 

[Gri/pe.] We'll tarr^' not your curse. 

With you we meet ajrnin. 

[ To Stcrlington and Blandly. \ 
Thornburg to Zcbulon, Remember me. 

Zebulon. Curs'd be ihose /riends who brought od m 

this loss, 
And trebly curs'd the gainer of my last. 

Blandly. hold I 

Mad headstrons; boy ! restrain thy roving tongue ; 
Curse not thy father ; who deserves thy love. 
Tea, more than ail that e'er thou canst repay. 

{They %inmash^ 
Slerlington. Yite, Zebulon, thy father's self i^ 

speak : 
My undone hoy, my son ! that I should llv« 
To tee so sadly foilM my ardent aim ! 
Thou wert the comfort of my waning years ; 
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^ A sister's refuge, and thy brother's friend : 
kThou wert my slrono;est prop; my dearest joy. 

; To trace m thee my youlhful days renewed, 
And in Louisa view ihv mother's form : 
Were my support a^^ainst the ills of life. 
But, ! thy sister's j^nardiaji halli belr^y'd — • 
Hath bartered liis invaluable trust ; 
His brother's friendship hath unjustly scorn'd ; 
Hath slighted, shamefully his father's love. [say 

Hadst thou been told these things, what vvould'st thou 
Thy ignominious treach'ry should dos'jrve ? 
O Zebulon thou'rt fall'n ! My son ! my son ! 
Zebyilon. Most highly injur'd goodness! do I hear 
Thoise pard'ning lips express the name of son ! 
Thy son I was; now forfeited the claim 
To thy paternal love; wretched, indeed,— 
Deserving woe, but cannot bear the load. 

! if you knew my agonizing pangs. 
You would not wish them heighten'd or prolonged. 
In company with villains thou hast heard 
My tongue; and saw'st me act a scoundrel's part ; 
When thou remcmber'st these, remember too, 

1 feel that never dying worm ; remorse. 
Yet, one thing cheers ray soul amid the gloom 
Of melancholy heighten'd by despair : 
1 did not hope I e'er should have rencw'd 
That old acquaintance once I held with bliss. 
My sister now is safe ! — my father heard 
The shameful bargain, and, his tender love 
Will warn her to avoid Ih' approaching snare. 
Adieu ! my kind, wise, pious, real friend, r 

[ To Blandly. 1 
Thy counsels were despisM — thyself abus'd : 
But thou wilt pardon. — Ah ! that^ can't redeem : — 
Man^s pardon cannot save. How can I dare, 
For this accumulated load of sin, 
To hope forgiveness — where the word is bliss ? 
No ! no ! — ! Sir, let my example prove 
A warning to Lysander. — Ah ! But, why ? 
He needs it not : he never shunn'd advice, 
But^alks in honesty and virtues' path. 
Whilst I despairing hasten from the world. \Qoing,'\ 
Sterlington. Stay Zebulon ! Thy penitential Toic«, 
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(When I perceive tli' atonin^: sounds unfoign'd,) 
Shall never pleat! in vain. wilh what joy i 

Would 1 again crTibracc my son unci heir ! 
(0! Zebulon I) to honor — trulh—rcclaim'd !— 
iladst Ihou considered BlanJly's en^c advice 
And strictly ta'cn the course he pointed out — 
(Hut flattery's mabk concenl'd thine en'mies' scheme* 
Tliine eyes were dimuiM by specious wealth and rank,) 
Wouldst thou have walchM. with an attentive eye 
Kach subtle t»iii;n, then wou!d^l t?.ou soon have seen 
That unlair (lealliiu; jcovernM cv'ry throw ; 
And iVaud obtained tliy money ; iiui the game ^ 
Still I pcrcoiw^ a settled ui;bclitf 
Porvaile thy counluiiancc:— thus, then, I'll clear 
Myself of foul, unjust suspicion's charj^e, 
And thee restore lo me, and to thvsclf. 
Soon wilt thou turn, though once far lost ; — *ure found, 
When thou hast seen, and thes!^ knavery owiiM, 
Which hath undone thee, in thij faithless friends. 
Blandly and I will meet them here ai^ain, 
And, for a proof that fraud obiain'd thy gold, 
The self-same fraud in mine anrl Blcindly's hands, 
Shall then regain the plunder thou hast lost. 
[Blandti/.'] Come to my cot. The sorrows of my life; 
Sad incidents ; which made me what I am, 
1 will relate ; whilst you with wonder hear. 
Soon, you slnll know my power to restore 
The sums you've lost: and I, for once will count 
A crime a prudent act. Whate'er's obtain'd 
By industry and justice, should be kept; 
And long may all such riches be en joy 'd. 
Soon fraud shall pilfer fraud ; and in the act 
1 go that day to do, may Hcav'n regard 
My good in/entions ; not the deed itself; 
Contriv'd to open thy deceived eyes; — 
Which else, would be a crime we should abhor. 
\_2jebulon, ! unexampled goodness ! have I then 
Obtain'd unpleaded pardon ? Am I still 
The heir of noble Slerlington ? — Thy son ! ! 
I'm now resolv'd my future life shall prove 
My best endeavors to deserve the name. 
[Sterlingion,'} My son no more ; but to friend Bland- 
ly's cot 



The Young Nobleman. $i 

' Let U9 withdraw, where he shall kindly lell 
The conduct of his youth : and thou wilt see, 
, (For I have heard him once his tale relate)) 
i The triumphs he ob'.ain'd o'er dark despair. 
Experience tau°;ht him to admonish thee : 

! how rejoic'd I was to find it move 
So forcibly, the feelings of thy heart. 

'Although most pleasantly we now converse, 

1 trust when next we meet at this sad house, 
' We shall depart, unanimous in thought. 

For ^tis the hallowed wish of rev'rend age. 
To teach gay youth to shim the snares of vice. 
From strong conviction, that her specious art ; 
By flattery supported, to delude — 
A.dang'rous enemy contrives to hide. 

When the lone cot they reach'd attentive both. 
They heard the old man's tale, and oft rcmarkM 
The sad similitude ; which ever caus'd 
Most zealous thanks from Zt^bulon to those 
Who bad so timely snatch'd him from the gulf. 
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•• This passion grew, and galn*d at length such swa^r, 
" That other passions shrank to make it way ; 

* * * * 

•• Oh ! could our country from her shores expel 
"Such foes I to nourish those who wish her well : 
*^^^his her mild laws forbid, but we may still 
'-\* From us eject them by ouri^overeign will." 
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PHE fair Louisa claims attention noV7. 

3 waited till her father had reliirn'd 

d sought his study ; op^iing tHe door^ ,> • 

en venturing in, was welcoai'd bjr a smileit;^^ 

5 now displayed the picture, and the namj^ • jt 

jsented in the packet which was foUnd^ ^^^^v 

nark of Heaveniv justice, to betray ' f -i^ 

e perpetrator of the brutal theft. Kv/- 

bade her keep them till a time arrived "^ 
at they might be required— then best explain'd ;« 
'he proof they'll yield, will then be of account.'' 
filial coniklence, this charming mark ' «, 

now return 'd, by warning of the snare 
r gambling lover some day might attempt ^// 

did not say her brother had agreed ; "■ : 

r tell the poor consideration giv'n ; ^ .; 

t said he knew that Thornhurg wasresolv'd 
e daughter of lord Sterlington to wia. 
ough now said to put her or her guards 
3 yow'd obedience to her father's will, >f 

en left him, to reflect en what was pass'd^ 
d form some method to avert the plot 
e gamester for his ofispringhad^n view., 
indly was usher'd in, and thus begaa. 
Aj friend i — I long hare balaoc'd ia nay mind^ 
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Whether Ms better to abide the loss, 

Or risk a crime lo caII it back again. 

Viewing the cause, it doih appear an act 

Of justice ; yea, of charity lo both. 

We're Ihorcuj^hly convincM by means unfair. 

They still obiainM the sums your bounty gave 

Your sen from lime lo time. We likewise knoir 

'Tisriglilto p;uard the youns^, and help the weak. 

There's no way Icfl, to riirht the wrong'd — oppress'^ 

But by the slei<j;ht with which he has been wrODg'i 

Employ'd against his plunderers. No sin 

Can that be call'd whi.-h <ci ves each man his own. 

It also may some benefit produce, 

Both to themselves, and oil unwary youth, 

On whom they niay have fix'd a fatal eye, 

For Zebuloii's succcsaors now design'd. 

If we regain the 5u;r.s their fraud has won 

They may resolve lo quit the dangerous coarie. 

And with despair, lopentance may unite, 

Changing their purposes to nobler deeds, 

Thus, saving many virlinis from their snare.^ 

This reas'ninpj much by Sterlinglon approved ; 

Soon as the time appointed was arriv'd j 

Accompanied by Zcbulon, they went, 

To meet the victiijs of their cunning plot^ 

In a disguise well suited to their work. 

Blandly was dressM in a qmte diffviient styld 

From what he was before, to hide his age, 

And playM with spirit to encourage all. 

Crookby had join'd his friends, though still sotffil 

He scarce could sit upright ; but hope of ga-in 

Prom the "rich stranger," (for they all agreed 

In naming Slerlington :i9jlns/i of ca$h^) 

Resistless, drew him from his sickly couch. 

And now the bets ran high, the stakes were Iftfgtj^ 

£Lnd Sterlinglon began to feel the pow'ir 

The magic dice possess'd, by Blandly given*. 

Each die so cunningly had been prepared. 

The winning numbers twice engravM thereon^ 

The chances doubly favor'd every throw. 

This, was the point which conscience could not 

Till by an apt reflection on the cause, 

^WM recoacilM to aouutenance the deed. 
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ghs, winks, and exclamations were in vain, 
lough oft repeated by the gambling crew. ^ 
andly and Sterlinglon gain'd every toss, 
scept just here and there to take away 
ispicion, which might else have been arous'd. 
;bulon in mute wonder, slood and gaz'd, 
»serving how they seldom missM their aim. 
3 now perceiv'd how he had been misled, 
;a> truly plundered by the men he thought 
tterns of friendship, honesty, and truth. 
2 saw them 'spite of all their means to cheat, 
» Blandly yield, — foil'd by superior skill. 
Lch way ihey tried produced the same effect : 
I, provM unequal to the higher throw 
Sterlinglon and Blandly, or appear'd 
jceit too open to escape their eye. 
len some apology they would advance 
5 << not perceiving theyM unfairly dealt.'' 
ach had been home, or, for an increase sent, 
^hich went the way the rest had gone before, 
nd though they knew some means, unfair, were Iried^ 
Ul imperceptible,) they dared not speak ; 
3nscious of their attempts to do the same. 
heir slock exhausted, and the game broke up, 
'or all had now agreed to play no more ;) *: 
'om violence, they could not keep their tongdes, . 
nd were proceeding to a loud abuse. • 
jt Blandly thus addressed them : " Yesterday 
nade my first appearance in your set. 
im the man at whom you all so laugh'd, 
hen I advis'd the youlh you basely wrong'd 
ainst suicide — that ignominious crime, 
readily observed the ways unfair 
/ which you won, or rather stole the stakes, 
id hence resolv/d to play that game on you. 
When I was young, 1 too, was led away 
7 an abandoned set of gambling knaves, 
le deedis ensued, which wound me to relate : 
earn'd the ways of sharpers ; oft deceivM 
iwary youth, who scorn'd to heed advice. 
ilie, headlong plung'd, regardless of our snare, 
to the whelmi/)g — dread abyss of sift. 
iu[ can't maintain a right to what I've gjB^lu'd. 
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Nor do I claim it as my own, for use ; 

But Oil the Hist occai:i';ii ll:at may chancei 

Shall, lo the ri;^htful owikt all restore. 

Few words arc be^l : Y( ur clicrnclcrs' at stake, 

(I know you, though ycu litilo ihink 1 do ;) 

lieller be cautious how yc d;ire ])roccrd. 

This conduct biiall be secret IVum the world 

JTyou do not attcm})t lo urge your rip^h't 

To that you so unjustly h;ue pujloincd. 

But if you do, your conduct base, cxposM 

SJKill quickly be lopubhc view ;— yt"jr plaint?, 

In the mean time, the public voice shall mock," 

They went. The »i;amesters :ii amrzement wrapped 

At first perceiv'd not they were left alone, 

Till some few minutes p;issM and Thornburoj then 

A.t length broke silence. *' Tiicre is one thing yet 

May set all right aj^ain : 'lis my tuin now 

To pass the sentence ; Zcbulon's 'twas once. 

His sister may be won : her fortune's large ; 

'Twill doubly recompense this evening's loss, 

And fellow sufferer?;, tlien be assur'd, 

Ye both shall share the treasure. 'Twere unfair 

To share the loss, and not partake ihe gain. 

The next day came ; and, as they had agreed 
At an appointed rendezvous all met : 
From whence they slowly walk'd to meet them 
Whom, with l>er father, and his eldest son, 
They saw advancing for an evening's walk. 
All were announc'd and then the lovely girl 
Flew to the garden to prepare the lea, 
In her dear father's favorite alcove. 
She seem'd uncon^utious of each winning word 
Or compliment that Thornburg slyly gave ; 
And Sterlington quite nifablc a})pear'd ; — 
Quite unsuspecting of ih' intended scheme. 
Fervent, who had not yet by them been seen, 
Link'd with Lysander, kindly, arm in arm, 
Nowjoin'd the party, welcom'd by them all } 
And cordially by Zcbulon indeed : — ' 
The benefit his grateful bosom felt 
The faithful youth had wish'd him, and performed 
Louisa smiled on Fervent, sweetly gay ; 
And for each word at random he bestowed 
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B seemM resolTM to make a kind return. 

)pportULity was lost, to talk, , / 

smile would ever make the full amends ; 

sweet excuse for disappointment when 

nied the benefit of soolhinoj speech. 

was late, -^nd, as the nii^ht canle hastening on, 

rtr'as proposed by Sterlin^ton to rise : 

ey all agreed : but Thorn burg's offered hand 

as not accented by the wary ji;irl. 

:r brother Zebulon, she ke})t close by, 

id made a sign to Fervent to approach 

• screen Jicr; fcarin;; Tl^ornburg's bold attempt. 

i was dejected at her seeming \*ish 

)foil each opportunity that c^inie, 

id more than Viicc, broke silence as they went, 

)mplaining of neglect ; t!)buLj:h \n a tone 

lat gaily seem'd, r.^ passing all in jest, 

xihis designs to Sterling: on were known. 

e had full notice oflbo wlio!^ affair ; 

) thought it now the very point of timo 

put the final stop he hnci prepared 

nd which Louisa had bcTore rcs^ign'd 

Jnseen by any) for the sanie intent. 

Gome, come ;*' said he, '* if you're so very fond 

f walking with a lady, arm in arm, 

ere's one whom you may carry in your hand, 

his is her mother's poi trait : 'tis pronounc'd 

rery good resemblarice : ^twas a chance 
le had not given it a parting look 
)nie short time since ; indeed strange things to t»}I, 
ceurr'd two da3'sago, — you soon shall hear. 
!ie had as usual, that fine summer's morn, 
n the green bank in yonder shady grove, 
at down to read, when on a sudden Icap'd 

man in horrid vizor o'er the hedge. 
esoon drew near with execrable threat* 
or gold demanded in a furious mood--' 
hen snatch'd her purse — '* 

" And at the instant I,^ 
*id Fervent, with a quite emphatic tone 
Sxpressive of his rapture at the thought,) 
t came behind the villain— with my club 
T%j% the base coward from hia fancied nr^ 
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Pardon the iDterruption, dearest Sir ; 
But when I think ^twas I who chas'd the wretch^ 
And rescued her from insult, ! I bless 
The happy chance which led roe to the spot.'* 
*< My thanks are far too poor a recompense," 
Said noble Stcilington, with kindest smil?-: 
" But to proceed : That morning, gentlemen. 
Some two hours after, was the picture srat 
WrappM in a score of papers as you see. 
This is the form in which it came — behold — 
See me look over them, now, one by one ; — 
Take notice all, if any mark appear, 
Fiom which a faint idea may be drawn 
Suspicion justifiable to fix.*' 
He took them off, and having otice morerlook'd 
Over them carefully before them all. 
He laid them (for as yet no word appeared) 
All separate ; one, by one. And now behold, 
With accent menacing, and steadfast eye, 
He reads aloud, and shows the guilty name — 
« Charles Crook by ! !" 

Each articulates the words 
In various tones, impell'd by shudden shock. 
In trembling strains — amid surprise and shame, 
Thornburg and Grype re-echo to the sound. 
The name brought back to memory the deed ; 
Tender Louisa fainted at the thought. 
Fervent repeats the name in rage, but sees 
Louisa swoon, and catches in his arms 
The lovely maiden. Blandly in a lobk 
Flash'd indignation fierce, words ne^er could Bhowr. 
Lysander stood astonished to observe 
So just an act of Providence, and saw 
Crookby in guilty terror — pale aghast ! 
Amaz'd to think what carelessness had wrought. 
Then Sterlington with solemn waive forbade 
Each of the three in future to appear 
Within his dwelling. More he did not say. 
Here words would not have weight to give rcpul 
Silent contempt affords : his ne^t resort, 
Was to convince his son of his escape. 
He, thanked and bless'd his^ire for his kind oara : 
With filial tenderness then own'd his fault. 
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2 hfarden'd and unprincipled young men 
ad, alas I kept company with tiU now, 
characters, he vow'd ever tQshuti, 
ame the gamesters sadly — slowly mov^d, 
stole away ^ confusion on their brows, 
n gone; congratulations soon pass'd round : 
lordial shake — th' affectionate salute / 
ve frateroiBtl, for Louisa's sake ; . ' " • 

d with kind zest, the company tlirough'out. 
ssings upon thy head my darling child P' 
Blandly as he took the pious kiss ; 
e Lord reward humility thus sweet, - 
irth, and then, exalt thee to Himself !V 
ervcnt^s turn it came : with modest step 
let the lovely maid and took the kiss 
trembled on her lip. 0! ye wh6 seek, 
1 the fancied joys of fraud ful love, 
aiuy phantom of bewildered brain ; 
k x\Q\. false pleasure vvorthy of your aim. 
from the path ; — in virtue's sacred road ' 
je true good— and real bliss enjoy, 
cial converse sat the cheerful group 
re, from the parlor window, opened wide; 
yes and 6ars engagecf-^a charnung scene ! 
noon in silver lustl^e ; every star 
lendor shining, show'd dlvintly grand, 
while the mirthful tale, the merry song, 
ppy unanimity went round, • 

seem'd to banish ev'ry doleful thought. 
1 this mirth, aid joy ; — Hark ! Hark ! 
nansion gate resounds with sudden force ; 
it shone the silver'd harness on the steed^ 
such (well match'd) as seldom have been seen 
lendidly caparison'd, and trimai'd. 
joach was not so much an object made, 
gh lin'd with silk in highest tone of taste, 
silvfer fringe, and lace extrenvely rich, 
jwners from the carriage gaily walkM : 
man first, not past the bloom of life, 
such a graceful dignity of gait 
ay'd in erery n:otion ; ever}' eye 
miration •fthe stranger gaz'd. 
itlemao^ ere she had gain'd the door. 
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Stepp'd from the carriage, offering his hand 
To a young damsel splendidly attir'd, 

■'* And beautiful as Venua is portiay*d. 
i,. They were annpunc'd as strangers, and receivM 
■^With that kind hospitality which mark'd 

•■'■^i^terlington's character ; most generous known. 
Scarce had the matron view'd each diiPrent face 
Of persons round the room, when, with jj^nd baste 
She sprang up from her chair, an i Blandly's hand 
Affectionately grasp'd. " Tell me/' said she, 
*< Thou venerable, good, belov'd old man. 
Tell me, does Fervent— my dear son, yet live ? 
And, if he does— ^0 ! quickly msike me blest ! 
Speak the dear word— 'or, by a downcast took, 
Bid me expect what would renew that wo, 
Whilst for your shelter pleading, I onee stood, 
Expos'd to tempest, and overwhelming ruin. 
Poignant, and bitter, at that time I felt/' • 

She turn'd to Sterlingtoa, and thus she spoke : 
** My history must pardon gain, kind sir ; 
'Twill best excuse (if it should need excuse) 
This seeming strange behavior : 'Tis my son. 
Who twenty years^hath been with Blandly left, 
If fate hath not cut off my dearest joy) 
' I^ome once more to seek. Fei^rent lives, 
! say the word, andmake a mother blest." 
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BOOK VIII. 



•* Oil I no— let happier thoughts employ— 
•• Nor grieve thy heart for me ( 
•* For warm as love, and fresh as joy, 
" Will 1 return to thee." 



[e lives !" in wildest ecstasy of joy, 

d Fervent's self : " behold him at your feet. 

es he indeed a mother's blessing find ? 

le again permitted to behold 

r countenance angelic— and partake ;f^. 

cj bliss that abscHce makes us to enjoy, 

len long lost friends return ? -7 

" My deare^son !'' «. C^; 

ectionately raising him she cried, * ** 

:antimethe tears of transport filPd her eyes. 
Jpon the heads of these thy gen'rous friends, 
housand, thousand blessings I implore : 
»o upon the head of my dear youth 
y Heaven bestow its bounty, to the full, 
may he live, a blessing to his kin ; 
those in need, where he resides, a{)rop; 
fiend of industry, and useful life. 
Thy father is impatioat to embrace 
e eldesjt pledge of our united love : 
y sister too, is anxious to behold 
r brother ; who hath laeen our constant theme, 
ce fortune chang'd our poverty to wealth. 
t, ah ! some thousand niiles were we apart :^^ 
lin would hope, the hardships we endur'd 
y never happen in our favorite's lot." 
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The falhcr to the son, now introduc'd. 
The 3ister, likewise, gladly did embrace 
A brother, which, before, she ne'er had seen ; 
The mother then her moving theme resum'd. 
** To India's soil, thy father owes his gains, 
Long sought — with care ancUnanagement obtaxfti 
Driv'n by necessity ^ — we've l4|pf'd this truth — 
That genteel idleness, dolh curse* the land." 

[None are exempt from the august decree — 
In the sweat of his face^ man shall cat bread. 
Vast numbers, ihink themselves superior blood " 
To others, who must labor day and night. 
For bare subsistence : — these, must serve and toil, 
Whilst those, too proud e^en to maintain themseht^ 
Would fain their burdens lay upon the poory 
Or, any else, that will accept the load. 
Gold never makes amends for paltry pride ; 
Neither can silver expiate the crime 
Of worthlessness, extravagance, and sloth.] 
" Pale poverty and want, once brought me here. 
To seek a scanty aid to raise the debt 
For \xhich my husband in a prison lay. 
Little I found, hut what this good old man^ 
With princely liberality advanc'd. 
Now let me here, thus publicly repay 
In tenfold number, th&t most gen'rous loan, 
By which my Fervent's liberty was gain'd. 
Small recompense is this, to what I'd wish, — 
My thanks shall more refund — gold can't enough." 

'Twas Blandly's turn to check the rising tear 
About to trinkle down l)is furrow'd cheeks ;' 
He dar'd refuse ; but ah ! the ardent look 

* It i? evUlrnt ihj^l Clarissa wevcr discovered the value of indi 
try, toell cppHedf until beint^ des-erted by fVicnds, she was forced 
necessity, lo lay aside those notions whirlj pervade the minds of 
descendants ofweallJiy ancestors ; that it is a mark of degradat 
tobe obliged to labor. Being* accustomed to spend their lime in 
coratin|]f their persons, set-kini^ the pleasures of life; ar.d in < 
mean time, employing* servants, and liirelings, to do their drud 
ry, and dance attendance upon ihcir Wills ; iliousands are there 
rendered ambition:* to be useless and burdensome tj society, 
kno^ivivg their duty ! / This muy account for tiie emphatic man 
in which she trtats upon thi-' important point ; having, no doubt, 
come proveihial for her dcvotedness to the profitable appropriai 
of her time. 
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(1 resistance, with its melting pow'r : 
k the purse — to take it he was forcM ; 
ss'dhim thrice ; he turnM aside to weep, 
ar twenty years exposM to India's clioae, 
traffic flourished, with a vast- increase, 
we obtain'd enough for all our wants, 
neto England ; and the gaudy change, 
*d us friends, whose doors had all been shut* 
.voful want forc'd me, with anxious stepfif, 
I assistance in a time of need, 
iband's father on the bed of death 
if our prosperous circumstances, and, 
d forgiveness : soon was it obtain'dr 
sure deeds, appointed Fervent heir 
lis vast estate"! : houses, and Ian d.s. 
insion of 7wyy«/^er, long forlorn ; 
'ner,havini^ paid great nature's debt 5 — 
ew he in tend eii for his heir 
displeas'd him highly, in his life, 
siiiherited : his daughter's nairie 
1 in his will, we also found, 
w, dear son, whatever thou ilost need, 
ealth can furnish, we can soon supply, 
indness shown to thee, by these good friends, 
ter strength ; the solace of pur nge ; 
ore true joy, than can description paint.'* 
3nt look'd round ; he sometimes thought he saw, 
er's eye in earnest rapture gaze 
fair sister ; still 'twafs hard to tell 
r the youth was smitten — much he wish'd 
L impression might have leachM his heart, 
beheld Lysander- -then the maid — . ' • 

;h displayed the ray of tranquil joy ; 

I which ray, he thought he could discern, 
it, yet sparkling fire of rising hope. 

had met his parent's fond embrace ; 
us wish was now fulfil I'd, to see 
irhom he owM his (hity — filial love, 
ict attention to their ev'ry wish, 
ildren can return a full reward 

II ami patient answeriua: of their wants, 
helpless infancy requires a mirse 
tofeed J attentive to console, 

G 2 
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The nutn^'Otls sorrows which afflict (lie young.^ 
His pious feelings iirg'dhim to requite 
Their kitul anxiety ; And make old age 
As truly happy, as ihe prime of life; 
A just return, for tenderness beslow'd 
When chiUlhood needed ail the parent's love. 
" To wish for more," ho heartily avcrr'd 
'* (Alon«; with sc'''»ce to pay the dues of Heav'b ; 
To love his neij^hbor ; and to Oil his sphere \) 
Wiih happinoss were to be discontent- 
To be indeed dissatisfied with bliss." 
Conjjjratulalions o'er, supper was serv'd, 
Withdrawn from which, the company were shoira 
Respoctive c!)ambers : for their noble host 
Resolv'd they should not from his house depart. 
Till a desij^n lie Ion"; had had in view, 
Was by unahimous consei'it divu!jj:'d. 
This, he<lecl:n\i he would not then, attempt, 
W^ishin^ them happy rest. The morrow come, 
He would before both old and vonns: unfold- 
A project, which he fondly hop'd would bless 
His future (lavs, and suit the ?)arties well. 

Didsl thou, old man forget thy days of love ? 
Thouo;ht'ijt thou, the bf)som could enjoy repose, 
Where te('i()us doubt, the mind fills with suspense, 
Kver varyinsjin impetuous thou.H;hts? — 
Where fertile fancy, in succession quick. 
Forever rovinjr 'monj^st ideal scenes 
Pleasinor (o youthful passion, fond desire; — 
Glad to behold ; impossible to grasp ; 
Attractively presents fair to the view? 
Didst thou not mark, bright beaming from the eye, 
An ever-sparklin«: ray of hoj)e, to hear 
The resolution which concerned them all ? 
With expectation high, the bounding heart, 
Ne'er sinks to rest whilst buoy'd with anxious aimi. 

The morning dawnM — the damsels both arose. 
And, ere the toll-tale clock had rous'd the boys^ 
Had hast en 'd forth, the breakfast to prepare. 
And now, around the table, all were met, 
Where formal ce/emony disappeared, 
And social converse, sweeten- d their repast. 
SibrYingion then was beckonM to the door. 
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By one with terror piclurM in his face, 

Being shock'^d so much, viewing some dread scene^ 

He scarcely seem'd possessed of pow V to speak. 

" Ayouih whom yesterday, I had remarked 

Among your company in friendly talk, 

Has, in a seeming phrenzy of despair^ 

Tosuicfide unmanly ; victim fall'n ! 

** He lies," said he, " b.«ifore yon garden hedge : 

I heard him say these words ; but could not stay 

His fiend-directed hand. The QQei\ was done 3 

But still the words re-echoed to mine ear.^' 

" Fond fool, who thought in gaming to be hiest! 

Once I was innocent ; now guilt and shame, 

IMackcns my soul ; the thought Of what I've been. 

Spurs me to finish life, and wo, at once. 

Come chilling death ! the gamester's last resource, 

And lull contending passions to repose. 

What have I said ? It |>eace found in the grave ? — 

Repose for villains; tranquil, and serene ? 

Ah! no. — remorse will sling — conscience will wound; 

And suJcide will aggravate my crimes. 

But yet, in endless jnfamy to live. 

Can I support It ? Never. I'm resolv'd. 

This calmer, — Zebulon, was meant for thee ; 

Bnlfoil'd in each attempt, I take revenge, 

And thus the dastard neglijrpnce reward, 

Which makes me thus." — His pistol thenheaim'd 

The trigger pull'd,and fella lifeless corpi?e." 

Blandly, and Zebulon, alone were call'd; 

For it was Sterlingjton's urgent command 

None other, should accompany his steps. 

** This day," said he, 1^ shall not be overcast 

By clouds, which such a dreadful sight would raife." 

[The deed was thus so carefully conceal'd 

None in the house, discover'd what had pass'd.] 

•' Duty bids us to acquaint the wretched sire, 

And send the corpse with decenc}^ to him. 

But, when I view the purport of his speech, 

Kre he completed his design — I try. 

Shuddering, to blot remembrance from my mind.** 

They went : and, where the servant pointed o»t. 

Beheld tho mangled visage ; scarce a trice 

Of ihostt strong features Cro6kV)y oueft i^^^^^sf^* 
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(The bullet having passed quite through the brain;} 

But by his dress, they recognised the youth. 

filandly thank'd Heav'n for Zebulon's escape ; 

In which the latter, and his father join'd ; 

And while the servant bore the corpse away, 

Re-entering the parlor, — ihcy there found 

Lysander, and p]r»elia, much engaged. 

This, was an interesting lele-a-lele. 

Which lovers know, who, fearing to explaia 

Each wish, or fonci emotion of the heart, 

Prolong suspense they oft-times canU control. 

Her kind, indulgent mother, had withdrawn, 

With fair Louisa, to affbni the c?)ance ; 

Pleas'd with the history her Fervent gave 

Of faithful friendship, which Lysander showed, 

Since first acquainlaricc prov'd him firm and true. 

Esteem for this voung man, with her prevailed 

O'er ev'ry thought within iier gen'rons breast. 

Mean time, the youth had hinted 'twas his wish. 

To wed his dear friend's sister ; she, dear girl, 

Had fram'd the kindest answer ; >\hich, alas ! 

Was, by tlieir entrance, now abruptly checked. 

Both scemM abash'd — although but slightly so. 

At interruption, most unwilling giv'n ; 

Yet wishM to hide their pertuibation, lest 

Their tender sentinieiits should be surmis'd. 

But Sterlington observM the timid glance 

That, on their entra»ice, made each countenance glo! 

And thought U^at present, the most prtfper time, 

To publish his proposal. With a smile. 

That ever deck'd his cheerful, revVend brow. 

He turned to Blandly, Fervent, and his son j 

And thus ad(lre^s'd them, in familiar tone. 

** We should apologise — intruding thus, 

We have disturb'd — I fear" — continued he, 

•' The converse we approve —where prudence reigps 

Old men, are sad invaders '' 



"o 



Say not so, 
My father,'* said Lysander. " lam sure 
You never can appear, but to increase 
Whatever pleasure mig;ht before have reign^.'* 
^ Iknownot th.at," replied the good old man : 
" Youth can find converse suited to itself. 
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'ar belter than when age^ with graver mien, 
approaches, with cold, stern front. ' Youthful wilec — 
*he mutual glance ; the pressure of love's pleas, , 
Vhich modest females delicately (pil 
V'hen urg'd too freely, though with fair intent, 
'he unrestrained, though innocent discourse — '* 

jOve's tender phrases, terrified by age ;— 
re chang'd to studied and unnat'ral terms. 
he tender lover, always shows respect : 
inhere genuine ; h# never makes too free ; 
et, fond of freedom to advance his suit; 
e seeks some private chance ; where prying eyes, 
nd itching ear*, he may securely shun, 
^ere, interruption, like a baleful frost, [flow'rs ; 

fcVhich blights the prospect, deckM with frerfi blown 
heering the sight, with the charms of spring,) 
he smile doth banish ; — then, with downcast eye, 
1 monosyllables, the converse ends, 
ut when the sun, in all his radiant warmth| 
ivites a full display of beaufeous tints ; * 

i^nd zephyrs waft the odoriferous fumes, 
ieldinga rich regale, to feast the smelly 
mparadis'd — man dwells In blissful scenes. 
>cenes of true love, surpass all earthly joys : 
tere smiling hope, doth decorate her fields;— 
fo beauty so delightful, to be seen, 
k^s female excellence, and manly worth, 
k.11 jom'd in unison, with vir/ne^s bonds. 
»rief IS the picture : but high Heav'n forbid, 
should o'ercloud serenity so mild, 
W'hich I beheld, soon as I 0|)M the door, 
am no list'ner ; 3'et hive I perceiv'd 
^hat fills my breast with gladness ; and I think, 
come, my children, messenger of hope, 
ransporfing tidings from a parent's mouth 
ttentive hear ; and when assembled all, 
' I offend, let the offended pleiid ; 
pleas'd ; yield ^rec consent. '^ The door he op'd : 
melia's mother gracefully advanced ^ 
etvveen Lysander, and that lovely moid, 
ouisa, yielding to her father's hand 
^ilh unsu-picious gentleness, was pla^'d 
poD his right, and Fervent on his \etl. 
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" Be thisi" he cried, " my^rovidenlial boon, 
To see my daughter wedded to this youth, 
UnrivalPd in esteem. — worthy her choice. 
llnrivallM ; — belovM Lysander ; — yes ; 
Thy worth is likewise great — here friendship's ties, 
Preclude a partial thought. May I behold 
This hopeful maid, the partner of my son. 

! may these conples' marriage bless the days, 
Which yet lemain for Sterlington ! — My son ! 
My Zebulon ; I still am bicsi^'d in thee. 
Having perceiv'd the perils of the path 

To which thou wert insnar'd ; thou art restored, 
Repenting, to a doating father's arms, 
Who longand anxiously hath watch'd thy steps. 
Next to kind Heav'n ; to this belor'd old man, 
My son's deliv'rer ; I'm injustice bound 
With obligations ne'er to be repaid.^' 

" This scene requites me," cheerfully replied 
The pious Blandly : " mx)re I cannot wish. 

1 see my dear adopted Fervent bless'd ; 
I see his friend, my lov'd Lysander, loo, 
Partake the Heav'niy prospect. I behold 
The once poor, pleading wand'rer at my door, 
(Whose virtues fortified her noble heart 

To bear the keen attack of poignant grief,) 
Rais'd to that rank her excellence deserves. 
1 have beheld the punishment of vice, 
And bless'd the triumph steadfast virtue wins. 
The eye will stray ; delusion's outward show 
Attracts ; and curiosity prevails ; 
But if the heart remains unblemish'd still ; 
One moment of reflection, awes the soul. 
And makes it siirink from an approaching fall. 
! then ; how glorious, great — is the defeat; 
When reason and integrity o'crcome 
The artful and persuasive tongue of vice, 
And, from hypocrisy, pulls off the mask ! 
Blandly now comes the herald of true joy, 
If the decree lord Sterlington hath made 
Meet gen'ral approbation." 

From no tongue 
Fell an objection to the glad consent 
Which rose in conscious blusVi^s oi:v iKelr cheeks. 
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he happy parents, fondly joinM their hands ; 

ach ardent youth, embraced his destined bride, 

nd seai'd the solemn contract with a kiss. 

ender caresses, tributes of esteem, 

ransports of joy, parental bliss replete : ' , 

t virtue'^ victory, heartfelt delifi^ht ; 

sace, love, and friendship ; glow'djn ev'ry heart. 

landly shed tears of joy, and all around, 

wnM willingly, the sympathetic pow'r 

f truth, and justice, to protect the good. 

ervent confess'd.'the boon he meant^to ask 

»re the proposal BlaniUy made, was heard, 

^as for Lysander, fair.Emelia's hand, 

whd, for himself, that of Louisa ; priz'd 

^bove ail else, which bounteous earth could give. 

«ysander look'd a recompense. He smil'd 

Jrst on the charming maid ; on Fervent then 

fc^ith grateful tenderness, and felt o'erwhelmM. 

*'he fair Louisa too, in transports sweet 

^tnil'd on the object of her early love. 

*ime seem'd to creep, till the blest day arrived, 

Initing to the loveliest — best of maids, 

lie worthiest of yoOng men. 

Long may they live ! 
iieir parent's, chiefest com fort, and enjoy 
^licity to see their offspring rise 
I virtue's path ! and thus the blessing reap 
eservM the sure reward of righteous love* 
^ay ev'ry youth allur'd (beneath the mask 
r tempting pleasure) by delusive vice, 
hink on tne means of Zebulon's escape, * 
9kdl at the impulse of repentance, stop, 
.t the abyss of overwhelming guilt, 
tay all start back with horror, from the viesr, 
xid kiss with transport, the assisting hand, 
rom ruin terrible, stretch'd forth TO SAVE* 

i • ■ 

THE END. 
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i^omt two or three errata^ kave not been observ 
%intii too laic for correction. It is prefntmed th 
these are so self-evident and triflinf[^ as to preclu 
the necessity of identifying than for the purpose 
aidin^s^ the reader to tinderstanHthe context thorov 
ly. It is also humbly hoped^ that the good nature 
and the generous, who seek approrable tints in t 
picture, may , perchance^ find somewhat herein to 
pleased with. It would amount to nothing short 
despicable folly to be too solicitous to obtain the a 
probation of the constitutionally censorious^ whoa 
disappointed most, where they cannot condetnn. 

The hyperbolic cyn'ic, may exalt, 

Pdor, supercilious self; by finding fault : 

Bui show your 9tructure, ihti's from errvrfroe. 

And pardon for ray/au'tts, Til aak of thee. 

FJIRKWELL. 
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